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PART-TIMERS STRIKE
As of 6:01 am today, Laurier's contract academic staff turned down the
administration's latest offer and began a strike over seniority and salary
REBECCA VASLUIANU
STAFF WRITER
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Faculty Association (WLUFA) ex-
ecutives made the decision for con-
tract academic staff (CAS) to go on
strike this morning at 6:01 am, after
negotiating since Monday morning
at 9 am at the Waterloo Inn.
The first call came to theWLUFA
off-campus strike office from WLU-
FA chief negotiator Doug Lorimer
at approximately 5:45 am to obtain
support from WLUFA President Dr.
JudyBates to call a strike should the
university's last offer be unfit.
"All I can say is that it looks like
we're going out," stated Bates just
minutes before the decision had
been finalized.
The major issues still unresolved
were a better seniority system and
higher salary.
While the pay for part-time fac-
ulty currently stands at $6001, the
WLUFA bargaining team was of-
fered $6211, an offer they rejected
given the salary at the University of
Waterloo, which stands at $6708.
PHOTOS BY SYDNEY HELLAND
PICKETEERS - Students came out in support of contract academic staff on Monday, rallying across campus to raise awareness about the plight of part-timers, who are now on strike.
Hawks' clean sweep
Laurier men's and women's curling teams seized double gold at nationals
LUKE DOTTO
STAFF WRITER
The walls of the Athletic Complex
just got a little more crowded. In
an unparalleled feat, both Wilfrid
Laurier's men's and women's curl-
ing teams captured national tides
in the inaugural CIS/CCA Curling
Championships held at the Guelph
Curling Club this past Wednesday
to Sunday.
Although the two teams took
markedly different paths to the fi-
nals, both ended up on the right
end of the scoreboard, upping the
Golden Hawks national champion-
ship count from eight to ten in just
a matter of minutes.
The men lost only one game,
a round robin affair with no real
ramifications, while the women
lost their first three before reeling
off seven straight, including a tie-
breaker just to make the playoff
round.
"It's an incredible story," praised
men's coach Ken McCormack.
"With the men dominant, and the
women's tremendous comeback
... this is certainly a huge step for-
ward for the development of curl-
ing within the university structure
in Canada."
The historic event was the first of
its kind as it was fully sanctioned
by the Canadian Curling Associa-
tion (CCA). Peter Baxter, Director
of Laurier Athletics, was quick to
encapsulate the landmark occa-
sion: "The little school that could
has now got 10 nationalchampion-
ships - that's two in one day, which
I think is unprecedented."
"For the inaugural champion-
ship, this is a historic event,"he
added.
The road to the championship
began earlier in the day, with both
teams quickly dispatching their
opponents in the semi-finals. The
men upended the Brock Badgers in
swift fashion, 10-2, and the women
got by the Laurentian Voyageurs
withrelative ease, 9-3.
The finals would see the men's
team face off against the highly-
decorated University of Calgary
Dinos, skipped by two-time World
Junior and Canadian Champion
Charley Thomas, while the women
would look to the other end of the
sheet and see the University of
Manitoba rink skipped by All-Ca-
nadian Kaileigh Strath.
RYAN STEWART
CURL CHAMPS - Curlers from Laurier's two teams celebrate their twin win at the Curling Championships.
- SEE STRIKE, PAGE 3
- SEE CURLING, PAGE 12
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"Like, go see it, take notes and writeabout
it - duh, cover it."
- International Editor Waleed Hafeez trying toconvince
WLUSU president Dan Allison to write for The Cord,
thinking he was talking to News Editor Dan Pollschuk
WORD OF THE WEEK
Bow-legged - having legs that are bowed outward at or
below the knee; as in a humourous sight that one might see
at a Toronto bus terminal
CONTRIBUTORS
Sheena Archie Gillian Farber MaraSilvestri
Chris Baluschak Raymond Giu RyanStewart
Michelle Caldaroni Amelia Lockhart Jordan Van Horn
D.J. Demers Andrea Millet * Rebecca Vasluianu
Luke Dotto Don Morgenson Esther Wheaton
Kimberly Elworthy Jennifer Rae Nicole Wray
Yousuf Sajjad
WLUSP STAFF
Copy Editing Manager Caitlin Henderson
Copy Editors Ariel Kroon
Meredith Barret
Marissa Newfeld Enllly Slofstra
Heather Olaveson Kendra Howard
MiriamCunningham
Gina Macdonald
IT Manager Bryan Wiltey
Distribution Manager Nicole Laouataris
Production Assistant Christine Parent
WLUSP ADMINISTRATION
President Keren Gottfried
VP: Advertising Angela Foster
VP: Brantford Dan Schell
Chair of the Board . Colin LeFevre
Vice Chair Rafiq Andani
Board of Directors Ryan Clubb
Rachel Crawford
ADVERTISING
All advertising inquiries should be directed to
VP: Advertising Angela Foster at
884-0710, ext. 3560 orangela@wlusp.com
COLOPHON
Ihe Cord Weekly is the official student newspaperof
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editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid
Laurier University Student Publications, Waterloo, a
corporation without share capital. WLUSP is governed by its
board of directors.
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Preamble toThe CordConstitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions of opinions comprehensively,accurately and fairly.
The Cord believes ina balanced and impartial presentation of all
relevant facts ina news report, and ofall substantial opinionsin
a matter ofcontroversy.
The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
promptly.
When statements are made thatare criticalofan individual, or
an organization, weshall give those affected the opportunity to
reply at the earliest time possible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently
conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of interest
will be avoided by all staff.
The onlylimits ofany newspaper are thoseof the world around
it, and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world witha special
focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of
Kitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns
of the students of Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The
Cord will be bound by neither philosophy, nor geography in
its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilled when debate
and dissentare encouraged,both in the internal workings of the
paper, and through The Cord's contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the
student press is toact as an agent of social awareness, and so
shall conduct the affairs of our newspaper.
News
Students show support
Students gather to support part-time faculty and express their concerns over a possible strike
REBECCA VASLUIANU
STAFF WRITER
As part of a two-day wave of activ-
ism atLaurier, students gathered in
the quad in front of the Fred Nich-
ols Campus Centre on Monday to
protest for their term and support
contract academic staff, and then
held a silent sit-in in front of uni-
versity administration offices on
Tuesday, March 18.
On the day of the protest, three
groups gathered from separate lo-
cations - the dining hall, the Con-
course and the Science Atrium
- and arrived at the quad with a
megaphone and large placards
withprotest phrases such as "Con-
tract Academic Slavery."
With the group consisting of
about 20 protesters, organizer and
first-year communication and cul-
tural studies maj or TerreChartrand
explained that, despite the great
energy of those in attendance, she
was alarmed by the lack of student
interest.
"It's rather late in the day to
be informing people," explained
Chartrand.
"And it's almost scary that it was
more of an information thing than
an actual demonstration against.
The strike may be announced on
Wednesday... and the students are
going to be caught with theirpants
down."
Shouting chants like "Max
Blouw, settle now!" the group ex-
pressed their discontent with the
length of negotiations, as well as
the university's inability to be can-
did with students.
"[The administration] received
our petition and then wouldn't
speculate on how we're going to
be affected by it," said Chartrand.
"We're not children. We're not
littie kids who are meant to be
pulled around in this way. We are
adults who are making thousand
dollar decisions."
Fifth-year honours archaeology
major and protestor Sarah Hen-
derson commented that she came
to the demonstration out of con-
cern for therest of her term.
"I'm in my fifth year and I re-
ally want to graduate," said
Henderson.
According to Chartrand, she was
greatly impressed by the fact that
Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty
Association (WLUFA) members
showed up to theprotest.
One of the WLUFA members
in attendance was Herbert Pim-
lott, WLUFA Media Relations Of-
ficer and Associate Professor of
Communication Studies, who ex-
plained that he is impressed as well
as heartened by student support.
A second demonstration was
also held the next day in front of
the university administration of-
fices. From 10 am to 4 pm yester-
day, students planned to sit down
and quietiy do their work, as part
of a second "silent sit-in."
When asked what she thought
about it, Sue Horton VP: Academic
noted its size, stating, "I gather
that the two people have had their
friends arrive and now there are
four people ... I've been in meet-
ings all morning so I haven't had a
chance to go out and chat."
While the groupwas small, those
who were there spoke out candidly
about their frustration with ad-
ministration. Fourth-year political
science and economics major losh
Smyth, who was in attendance, ex-
plained that he wishes university
administration would be more up-
front with students.
"The big part ofit is not knowing
what's happening," said Smyth.
"And I thinkall ofus wouldreally
appreciate a bit more open access
to information and honesty in ne-
gotiations, and maybe a sense that
the university understands that
what students really want here is a
fair deal to happen."
Horton, on the other hand, ex-
plained thatwhat students need to
do is to not dwell on negotiations
and focus on their studies.
"I think students should stay
calm and do their work. It's near
the end of term - don't regard this
as an excuse that they shouldn't be
working on their assignments and
exams," stated Horton.
However, many students present
at the sit-in felt that this is im-
possible given what's at stake for
students.
"It's our futures that are at stake,
so of course we should care,"
argues Jen Holden, a second-year
political science major. "We've
invested so much to be here. It'd
be idiotic just to sit by and expect
these authority figures to sort this
out for us."
New Right to Play club at Laurier
WLU campus club
starts new chapter of
the organization
MARA SILVESTRI
STAFF WRITER
New to Laurier this year is the
Right to Play club, which has the
mandate to create "a healthier and
safer world for children through
the power of sport and play," the
same goal as the international
Right to Play organization itself.
Right to Play Laurier aims to
bring awareness to the Laurier
community, beginning with their
first campaign, which took place
in the Concourse yesterday.
As creator and president of the
club, graduate student Erin Math-
anv has always been involved in
sports, and began thinking about
creating a Right to Play club at
Laurier as part of her master's
program.
"We are all very lucky [that] we
got to play when we were younger,"
she says, speaking of the motives
of her and her colleagues, who are
helping with the club.
Vice-President Graeme Fleming
a second-year geography student
at Laurier, paired up with Mathany
earlier this year, and together they
have been overwhelmed by the in-
terest shown in the club.
"When I first started this, 1
thought it was going to be a little
club, and within the first month
we had 98 or 100 people signed up
for our group on Facebook," said
Mathany.
"It's unbelievable how many
people show up to every meeting."
On an international level, Right
to Play works with refugee chil-
dren, former child soldiers and
other young children to achieve
their mandate.
Laura Currie, from the Right to
Play International Headquarters,
supports the initiative taken at
Laurier.
"From the Laurier perspective,
it's nice to think that students who
are about to go into the workforce
are getting involved in Right to
Play and they'll take that knowl-
edge and understanding in what-
ever jobs they go into," said Currie.
Football player Steve Young,
Olympic medalist Clara Hughes
and cyclist Lance Armstrong are
just some of the internationally
known athletes who support the
organization, with Wayne Gretzky
as the current Honorary Chair of
the Advisory Board.
"I got to meet the CEO of Right
to Play and hewas really inspiring,"
said Mathany-, speaking of Johann
Olav Koss, who is also the current
President of Right to Play's organi-
zation and an Olympic speed skat-
ing gold medalist.
With the hopes of reaching out
further than the school itself, Right
to Play is looking to get more in-
volved in the community by visit-
ing public schools and creating
enthusiasm for children while en-
couraging them to get involved in
sports.
"Next year, We'd like to start a
program called 'make your goals
count' which will be involving the
varsity athletes on campus," and
that entails donations from the
community for every goal scored
by a varsity player.
More events are to take place
this term in order to continue
raising awareness, with donated
prizes, so keep on the look-out for
Right to Play.
SYDNEY HELLAND
WE'RE BOWLING - New Laurier club aims to bring the power and sport of play to underprivileged children.
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"We want to get much closer to
Waterloo," said Bates.
"It's money and seniority. We
desperately wanted to get a better
seniority system so that the part-
time faculty would have greater
job security, and the university has
completely rejected it," she added.
Though at the time the decision
was made, Bates was unaware of
what the university's contingency
plan was, by approximately 6:30
am, the university had posted in-
formation for students, as well as
a list of rights and responsibilities
on theWLU homepage.
Kevin Crowley, Associate Direc-
tor of News and Editorial Services
at Laurier, explained that the uni-
versity will remain open and CAS
members will be expected to con-
tinue working.
"The CAS is expected to show
up for work and fulfill their duties,"
said Crowley.
"We are urging students to go
to classes. It's unclear whether all
CAS people will walk the strike or
whether some will come in and
teach their classes, so we're urging
all students to go to their classes
today and tomorrow," he added.
The information for students
provided on the WLU homepage
explains the protocol to be fol-
lowed until the strike is resolved.
Classes taught by full-time fac-
ulty will continue as usual, and if
the class is taught by both full-time
and part-time faculty members
(such as in a tutorial), the full-time
instructor's portion of the course
will continue.
The university intends to an-
nounce at a later date exactly
which classes will be implicated
by the strike.
Minutes after the striking deci-
sion came through, WLUFA Griev-
ance Coordinator Joyce Lorimer
expressed her disappointment
with how the negotiations ended.
"I'm sorry that it's come to this,"
Lorimer said. "Nobody ever wish-
es to have to strike at a university.
It affects students, it affects their
years, but we have been driven out
by the employer."
The strike will affect 365 faculty
members, and the picketing was
planned to start at 8 am at four
locations - Bricker Street, Albert
Street, University Avenue and King
Street - with part-time faculty as-
signed to locations and times
based on their regular teaching
schedule.
Aside from the Laurier profes-
sors who will be picketing, rep-
resentatives from universities
including Memorial, York and
Dalhousie are expected to arrive
tomorrow in support.
Just yesterday, the mood of WL-
UFA members was one ofimmense
frustration, which foreshadowed
the impending strike.
Herbert Pimlott, WLUFA Me-
dia Relations Officer and Associ-
ate Professor of Communication
Studies, explained "at this stage it
would appear that our members
have no option open to them."
"The university administration
appears willing to push our mem-
bers into striking."
Yet members of Laurier's uni-
versity administration, such as VP:
Need to know if you still have class?
Search for your prof on wlu.ca:
'Contract Academic Staff' means your prof is on strike
Academic Sue Horton, spoke in a
different tone.
"As it stands, we have very few
items left in bargaining from what
I understand," Horton stated.
However, Pimlott noted at 6:00
yesterday evening that WLUFA
members were growing skeptical
of the university's genuine efforts.
"We are still trying to get a nego-
tiated settlement," Pimlott said.
"The university is being intran-
sigent. We have an invisible presi-
dent who is determinedto balance
the budget of the university on the
backs of its most vulnerable and
poorest-paid academic staff."
Pimlott also explained that yes-
terday the Canadian Association
of University Teachers (CAUT) ad-
vised WLUFA to move their strike
office to 255 King Street N., unit 6,
off university property.
Horton, however, explained
yesterday, that like other members
of university administration such
as Max Blouw, current president,
she refuses to speculate on what
would happen to the rest of stu-
dents' term and how the dynamic
ofpicket lines wouldaffect therest
of the semester if a strike would
happen.
"I think themost importantthing
is to bargain," explains Horton.
In his message on the Laurier
homepage, Dr. Blouw assures the
WLU community "that the uni-
versity is willing to return imme-
diately to the bargaining table. We
remain hopeful that a concerted
effort by both parties will lead to
an early settlement."
However, WLUFA's president
seems less optimistic.
"I can't imagine much will hap-
pen until after the weekend," said
Bates. "It's a long weekend so I sus-
pect that ... we have to wait until
we start negotiations again."
See PAGE 20 for editorial reaction to this story
SYDNEY HELLAND
RISE AGAINST THE ADMIN - WLU students support the CAS cause.
VOCAL CORD
"Do you think that attending
class is important?"
"Of course it is."
-JohnSeverin
First-year Math/BBA
"Of course. It gives you a better idea of
the material you will be tested on."
- Kayla Giroux
Fourth-year Biology/
Physical Geography
"I do. You get a second look at all
of the information, and a better
understanding."
- Marta Kowalski
First-year Kinesiology
"I would have to say no. If you're going
to fall asleep, what's the point of
going?"
- Corey Elmore
First-year French and Spanish
"Yes. Depending on what the
material is, the teachers can break the
information down for you."
- Dan Elliot
Fourth-year History and Geography
Compiledby JenniferRae
Photographs by Mara Silvestri
Strike on
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Rebecca Vasluianu reports on two CAS events which happened over the past week.
CAS vote 'yes' for strike-authorizing vote Students hand over petition to Dr. Blouw
Members of part-time faculty submitted their strike- With a total of 2750 signatures, the student-led group in
authorization votes and 89.4 percent voted to allow the Wilfrid support ofLaurier's contract academic staff handed over a
Lauirier University Faculty Association (WLUFA) executive to petition to Laurier's president.
call a strike vote when they see fit.
V J
Referendum
campaigns
ALARIC DENNIS
STAFF WRITER
Yesterday, "Yes" and "No" cam-
paigns began for the Graduate
Students Association (GSA) ref-
erendum that is scheduled to
be held on Monday, March 31.
"We have a 'yes' side and a 'no'
side for the [Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity Students' Union] question,
and we have a 'yes' side for the
Student Publications question. We
don't have a 'no' side for that yet,"
explained Laura MacDonald, act-
ing Chief Returning Officer for the
referendum.
"The campaign teams aren't par-
ticularly big yet, and we haven't
had too much going on, but the in-
formation is still just getting out, so
I think we'll start getting more in-
volvement and people seeking out
more involvement as we go along,"
she added.
MacDonald cites the importance
of such campaigns and how vital
they are in the referendum process,
especially with the controversy re-
garding the lack of information for
the WLUSU referendum that took
place in February.
"We've been keeping that in
mind, and we've just being trying
to get more information out be-
cause from what I saw there was
almost no information provided,"
said MacDonald.
The referendum committee will
have a special edition of the Grad-
vocate (an electronic newsletter for
graduate students), information
posted on the GSA website and will
be holding an Open Forum next
Wednesday from 6 to 8 pm, most
likely in the GradPub.
"I think people need to hear
what all of the options entail, peo-
ple need to hear all of the informa-
tion and the pros and the cons," ex-
plained MacDonald.
"The referendum committee
can't give all of that information ...
because we risk being biased and
it's a lot easier to let the students
speak for themselves," she said.
Although all three of the ballot
questions propose changes that
will affect how graduate students
legislate themselves and interact
with the rest of the school popula-
tion, the most controversial of them
is the proposed merging of the GSA
with WLUSU.
One of the issues at stake is the
ability of graduate student to be in-
volved in WLUSU activities, such as
jobs at WLUSU businesses as well
as volunteer positions in WLUSU
clubs and positions on the WLUSU
executive.
Combining the GSAwithWLUSU
would clear up any "murkiness
in some of the distinctions," com-
mented GSA Secretary and Direc-
tor ofPolicy Carolyn Hoessler, "be-
cause at least it would be under the
same umbrella."
The agreement between WLUSU
and the GSA would allow WLUGSA
to operate in a similar way as the
relationship with the Brantford
campus, and would see the cre-
ation of a hired VP: Grad Students,
who would be equal to all the other
WLUSU VPs, as well as an elected
Graduate Students Council.
Any fees collected from graduate
students would go to the Graduate
Advisory Council.
Current WLUSU president Dan
Allison feels that bringing the
graduate students into WLUSU will
"create a more natural relationship"
between students and administra-
tion as it will create one organiza-
tion "to represent all the students
on campus."
SYDNEY HELLAND
CAST YOUR BALLOT - The GSA will vote in their referendum March 31.
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LAURIER®
Laurier Accessibility Survey
Your Input Is Important! Please Participate!
Who: Students, Faculty, and Staff
_________
.
What: The Laurier Accessibility Committee is looking for comments and
1 input from you regarding all the areas of campus accessibility including:
Physical Facilities,
Publications and Information Resources,
Equipment and AdaptiveTechnology,
Human Resource Issues for Faculty and Staff
_________
Awareness Issues for Faculty and Staff,
Student Services
How: Complete the Online Survey at http://www.wlu.ca/accessibilitysurvey
When: DO IT NOW! Survey ends March 26th 2008.Your responses
will help form the base for improvements and changes on campus and
will be incorporated into the 2008-2009 Laurier Accessibility Plan!
Alternative formats, assistance and questions? Please contact Gwen Page,
| gpage@wlu.ca, in Waterloo, ext. 3783 or Deirdre Boyle (dboyle@wlu.ca),
in Brantford, ext.5759.
More information on the Laurier Accessibility Committee, please visit
http://www.wlu.ca/documents/24831/Accessibility)Plan_2oo7-2008.pdf
Get Involved, Give Your Feedback and Be Heard!
Blueprint
Now hiring
Four section editors
Production manager
Web/media manager
Application from WLUSP office
available 19th March
Deadline Monday, March 31st, 4 pm
InterviewT.B.A.
KEYSTONE
The Laurier yearbook
Editor-in-chief 08/09
position now open.
Applications available
in the WLUSP office.
Under the deal proposed,
WLUSU would also gain control
over 4000 feet of space currently
used by the GSA. Allison comment-
ed that although the space will re-
tain a "graduate student focus" that
it could be "utilized better."
The referendum also addresses
the ability of graduate students
to participate in Wilfrid Laurier
University Student Publications
(WLUSP) organizations.
WLUSPPresidentKeren Gottfried
stated that "a number of senior
staff positions have been taken by
grad students," and while this may
be positive for WLUSP organiza-
tions in terms of talent, as Gottfried
pointed out, "undergraduate stu-
dents who are legitimately paying
members of the organization have
less opportunity to participate."
The same might be true for future
undergraduate students hoping to
fill volunteerpositions that only ac-
cept a finite number of applicants.
WLUSU organizations, like Foot Pa-
trol, may not see a rise in applica-
tions, but organizations like Legal
Resources and Tutorial Services
might.
Allison commented that "in-
creased job competition shouldn't
scare anyone" as it will add value to
the services offered by WLUSU.
"There are a lot of graduate stu-
dents that have experience [organi-
zations like] Tutorial Services could
be assisted by," saidAllison.
He also noted that, if there is a
scarcity in available volunteer op-
portunities, "there may be an in-
crease in the number of positions,"
noting "we're only on step 1 of 100."
Regardless of whether or not the
GSA joins with WLUSU, how the
GSA is organized may also change
depending on the results of the
referendum.
If graduate students vote yes
to the second referendum ques-
tion, they may see a reduction in
the number of executive positions
from 11 to 5, excluding full-time
staff. This is based on the structure
outlined on the GSA website.
- With filesfrom Laura Carlson
Grad students will
be voting yes or no
FROM GSA, PAGE 4
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GSA Referendum Questions
1. Do you approve ofthe WLUGSA membership becoming members of
WilfridLaurier University Student Publications (WLUSP) for $13.16 per
year (to be offset by a reduction in GSA fees)?
2. Do you approve of the changes to internal structure and
representation?
3. Do you approve of the WLUGSA membership becoming part of the
WilfridLaurier University Students' Union (WLUSU) membership?
v J
® CANADAINBRIEF ©
U ofWindsor support staff get new contract
Windsor, ON "Neither the university nor the
The Graduate and Teaching As- members wanted a strike, and
sistants at the University of Wind- with this agreement, we have
sor have come to an agreement in been able to avoid one," stated
terms ofratifying theirnew collec- CUPE national representative Joel
tive agreement. Bentley.
According to a press release, "The workers, the university
The Canadian Union of Public and the students have been well
Employees (CUPE) Local 4580 served by these developments."
had an "overwhelming majority"
that supported the new contract. - Compiled by Dan Polischuk
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Rae wins by-election
Wilfrid Laurier University's chan-
cellor, Bob Rae, has added a new
position to his resume. Formerly
a member of the New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) and premier
of Ontario, Rae has won a seat
in the House of Commons in the
riding ofToronto Centre.
Now a member of the Liberal
party, Rae won the seat in a by-
election Monday night. Prelimi-
nary election results showed Rae
won the traditionally Liberal rid-
ing with 59.2 percent of the vote.
Having served as WLU's chan-
cellor since 2003, his role at the
school is yet to be determined.
Given the quick nature of Rae's
apparent victory, there has been
no official announcement from
Laurier's administration.
According to a university of-
ficial, who did not wish to be
named, such an announcement
is "imminent" and information
will be released to the Laurier
community in the near future.
Former Laurier
professor passes away
Dr. Flora Roy, a long-time mem-
ber of the WLU community,
passed away peacefully this past
Wednesday at the age of 96.
Born in Saskatchewan, the
former professor and chair of
the English department began
her career at the school in 1948
when it was still under the name
of Waterloo College. She retired
30 years later, but still taught
courses in Irish literature and
children's literature.
Just two years ago, she re-
leased her most recent book,
entitled Recollections ofWaterloo
Lutheran University 1960-1973. It
acted as a follow-up to her 2004
book, Recollections of Waterloo
College.
Roy was granted an honourary
Doctorate ofLetters from WLU in
1988,and she also had the Flora
Roy Scholarship for Honours
English Students established by
the school in recognition of her
achievements.
Her funeral will be held on Sat-
urday at 11:00 am at Erb & Good
Funeral Home in Waterloo.
Laurier business
students win gold
For the second year in a row,
WLU has taken first place in the
University of Ottawa Financial
Case Competition.
The trio consisting of Greg
Dean, David Gourlay and Sean
Sasso solidified the victory in the
General Finance Case after the
two-day affair.
Within the same competition,
Tom Kapsmalis, Brian Lam and
Lu Jing finished in second in the
Venture Capital Case.
- Compiled by Joe Turcotte
and Dan Polischuk
WLUSUrepresentatives and
WLU administration visitUBC
MICHELLE CALDARONI
STAFF WRITER
A group of Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity Students' Union (WLUSU)
representatives and WLU admin-
istrators returned to campus Fri-
day, after a three-day trip to British
Columbia.
The group visited the University
ofBritish Columbia(ÜBC) in hopes
of gaining and sharing import-
ant institutional knowledge, and
plans regarding sustainability on
campus.
ColinLeFevre, WLUSU president-
elect for the 2008-09 year, was one
of the representatives to make the
trip.
"The purpose of the trip is to gain
institutional knowledge. We talked
about major initiatives on campus
such as master planning, which
is something we're doing on our
campus," he explained.
"It's the first timeLaurier has ever
done it, and [ÜBC and Simon Fraser
University] have a lot ofknowledge
on these things," he continued.
The group - which included cur-
rentWLUSU president Dan Allison,
WLU president Dr. Max Blouw,
Dean of Students David McMurray,
and the vice-presidents of WLUSU
- took information from the visit
that they hope to pass on to next
year's incoming WLUSU staff.
"They'll do transitional reports,
getting things taken care of. We'll
work with the university to produce
a document about what we have
learned from our research trip,"
saidAllison.
Sustainability and campus plan-
ning were not the only topics dis-
cussed on the trip, where WLU rep-
resentatives met with others from
Simon Fraser University and ÜBC.
"[We discussed] digital campus
initiatives - like ÜBC created Web-
CT. So, we were talking about how
we could expand on those sorts of
things," saidLeFevre.
"And sustainability on campus
... ÜBC is number one in the coun-
try. We spent a significant number
of hours on two of the days ... to sit
down with these schools and find
out what they're doing," LeFevre
added.
The representatives, including
Allison and LeFevre, hope to apply
and pass on the knowledge gained
from last week's trip to incoming
WLUSU members.
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Homeless
campaign
surpasses goal
Business students' initiative
raises $5,243.97 for local aid
organizations, reports Dan
Polischuk.
Students take Oath
of Silence
Dan Polischuk reports on
last Wednesday's event in
which multiple groups on
campus brought attention
to the oppressed by not
speaking for a day.
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Addressing
masculinity
The Miss G_ Project hosted an event last night in
the Grad Pub to discuss gender identity
JENNIFER RAE
STAFF WRITER
tion coordinator for the Kitchener-
Waterloo Sexual Assault Support
Centre, as well as Bryn Ossington,
a volunteer for the Miss G_ Project
and a participant in the Men's Anti-
Rape Coalition(MARC) Project.
TJ Naven, the senior coordina-
tor for the WLU Rainbow Centre,
rounded out the night's speakers.
TuchlinskybeganTuesdaynight's
forum, sharing the floor with Oss-
ington as she discussed the MARC
Project and the rationale behind its
launch.
"We realized we needed a gen-
dered analysis of sexual violence.
We needed to invite men to join
in and take part in examining the
issue. It was important to find
how men can work with us to end
violence against women," said
Tuchlinsky.
Ossington offered candid rea-
sons for his own involvement in the
project, describingviolence against
women in its various forms as "an
injustice that I see every day."
In reference to the project, he ex-
plained, "It was a diverse group of
men that got together and discussed
the roots ofwhat we think and why
An inspired discussion took place
last night, as a group of students,
professors and community mem-
bers gathered to address issues of
gender identity.
The topic of the event was offi-
cially defined as "Deconstructing
Masculinities," though a widerange
of subjects were tackled over the
course ofthe evening.
The eventwas held by the Miss G_
Project, an initiative that originally
started at the University of West-
ern Ontario but has since spread to
other cities and schools.
Laurier students Sara Conrad
and Sasha Cocarla are the orga-
nizers of the Kitchener-Waterloo
chapter ofthe group, and are joined
by other student volunteers in their
quest to raise awareness of oppres-
sion ofall types.
The group's current objective is
to have a gender studies course in-
stituted as part of the curriculum at
all Ontario high schools.
The speakers featured included
Joan Tuchlinsky, the public educa-
we think it. Men in the group got to
speak freely. It was a brilliant dis-
cussion," said Ossington.
Tuchlinsky then made the move
to begin a dialogue including the
members of the audience, posing
various questions regarding the la-
bels typically associated with con-
cepts of masculinity.
After a short break, Naven took
over the second portion of the dis-
cussion, focusing much of his talk
on the issues of creating safe and
inclusive spaces, as well as the role
that gender-specific language plays
in society.
He also discussed the presence
of the Rainbow Centre on campus,
describing its mandate of respect,
privacy and the importance of not
making assumptions.
"There is an undeniable relation-
ship between gender stereotypes,
homophobia, and extreme vio-
lence," said Naven.
In order to change current prob-
lems, he discussed the critical is-
sue of questioning the meaning of
identity on the most basic oflevels,
including gender, and asked, "What
does it mean for our culture? What
does it mean for our education, for
our spaces and for our own lives?"
He also addressed the compli-
cated issue of the gendered nature
of language.
"Language has a pervasive effect
on how we understand our bodies
and our lives," said Naven.
Naven described gender neither
as a choice between male and fe-
male, nor as a spectrum or contin-
uum where one begins in one place
and ends in another.
"It's a mess ofgender. It's a ball of
yarn and wherever you pull some-
thing out, you may find something
that fits for someone."
The general consensus of the
group and of the speakers seemed
to be that, in order to bring about
necessary societal changes, it is
ultimately essential to emphasize
all aspects of identity, regarding an
individual as a whole, without plac-
ing a focus on gender.
DAN BELGUE
LET'S DISCUSS - Students, professors and community individuals spoke about issues surrounding gender.
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CIGI experts discuss Darfur
The event started with a screening ofDarfur: On Our Watch, followed by talks by Sgt. Debbie Bodkin and Dr. Rich Hichens, who
spoke of their investigations and efforts in the war-torn region of Sudan, where a genocide has been on-going since 2003
YOUSUF SAJJAD
CORD INTERNATIONAL
On Thursday, March 13, the Centre
for International Governance Inno-
vation (CIGI), along with the Uni-
versity of Waterloo Genocide Ac-
tion Group screened a movie and
held a talkabout the on-going crisis
in the Darfur region of Sudan.
The movie was a CBC produc-
tion called Darfur: On Our Watch.
It was an examination of the Dar-
fur crisis year-by-year as a virtual
apocalypse dawned on the people
ofwestern Sudan.
Hichens began with the
GENOCIDE OF ARMENIANS, WENT ON
TO THE DESTRUCTION BY FAMINE
of the Ukrainians as a separate
nation by Stalin, and then
CONTINUED ON TO THE KHMER
Rouge genocide in Cambodia.
The movie listed the powerful
agencies, governments and orga-
nizations, including the United Na-
tions, the five member nations of
the Security Council, and the vari-
ous power brokers in each of these
centres ofpower.
Furthermore, itadded that many,
such as President George W. Bush
and former Prime Minister Tony
Blair, were distracted by the war in
Iraq.
Also, France, in its unwilling-
ness to go alone and its opposition
to the major Anglo-American bloc
and their Iraq war, didn't make any
concessions against Sudan. Rus-
sian weapon sales to Sudan and
Chinese oil purchases also blocked
out any hope of a UN force inter-
vening into Darfur.
The result was a "slow motion
massacre," as described by Profes-
sor Eric Reeves in the film, a massa-
cre that continued over four years,
unlike Rwanda, which was over in a
matter ofmonths.
The lack ofinstitutional response
led to the United Nation's Humani-
tarian Co-ordinator for Sudan,
Mukesh Kapila, to go beyond his
superiors, behaving as a whistle-
blower for the press because of
what he was hearing in Khartoum.
The breaking of
this story was not
in vain, as it led
people like Eric
Reeves, actress Mia
Farrow and Water-
loo's own Sergeant
Debbie Bodkin
to step up and
spread the word of
the atrocities be-
ing committed in
Western Sudan.
On Our Watch features the po-
lice officer from Ontario, who went
as an investigator for both the US
State Department and the United
Nations.
Both her and Dr. Rich Hichens, a
University of Western Ontario his-
tory and political science profes-
sor, spoke after the screening of the
film.
Professor Hichens gave an ex-
cellent overview of the twentieth
century, a time referred to as the
bloodiest of centuries.
He began with the genocide of
Armenians, went on to the destruc-
tion by famine of the Ukrainians
as a separate nation by Stalin, and
then continued on to the Khmer
Rouge genocide in Cambodia.
He then touched on the most well
known cases of genocide, the Holo-
caust and the Rwandan genocide,
rounding off in the nineties what
he said can be called the "Century
of Genocide."
Sergeant Debbie Bodkin spoke
next, filling in the specifics of what
she had seen and heard in Chad
and Darfur as an investigator for
the UN and the State Department,
and how it had shocked her.
The tales of rape, pillage and
murder angered her, especially in
the similar method of attack that
the government ofSudan employed
for everyvillage.
The modus operandi was the use
of morning air raids, followed by
men in armyfatigues and machine-
gun mounted flat-bedtrucks shoot-
ing indiscriminately, followed by
the Janjaweed coming in to elimi-
nate any people left.
Bodkin was met with a standing
ovation.
Later on, speaking one-on-one
to smaller groups, both Bodkin and
Hichens explained that the combi-
nation of revulsion to the Iraq War,
distrust for international law and
intervention, and a fear ofupsetting
the emerging peace between North
and South Sudan, allowed inter-
national inertia to take 200,000 to
400,000 lives at the hand of a power
mad Khartoum elite.
If international forces do not
intervene to stop the bloodbath,
both speakers concurred that the
Khartoum elite surrounding Omar
Al-Bashir, president of Sudan since
1989, would turn violent attention
to the Sudanese south, but could be
defeated if the south is aided.
SHEENA ARCHIE
CRISIS - CIGI senior researcher Hany Besada introduces the speakers.
Homosexuality worst threatfacingAmerica
Oklahoma state legislator Sally Kern believes that gay people are indoctrinating children and are more dangerous than terrorists
WALEED HAFEEZ
INTERNATIONAL
EDITOR
When news first hit ofwhat Sally Kern, a state
legislator from Oklahoma, had said behind
closed doors at a private event, I paid close
attention to a source of information I tend to
use often: Perezhilton.com.
It was on the famous gossip blogger's site
that I first saw the Youtube clip of Ms. Kern
talking - a clip that has since had approxi-
mately one millionhits.
Ms. Kern has refused to apologize for her
words and has, on the contrary, stood by
them. At the event, Ms. Kern made a speech
about the degradation of American society,
relying on her "thorough" background in his-
tory and anthropology to make revelations
such as "studies show, no society that has
totally embraced homosexuality has lasted
more than, you know, a few decades."
Now, if Ms. Kern could elaborate on exact-
ly what civilizations she was referring to, I'm
sure thatwouldmake for a slightly more com-
pelling argument. She goes on to add that, "I
honestly think [homosexuality] is the biggest
threat our nation has, even more so than ter-
rorism or Islam - which I think is a big threat,
okay."
This is where I was torn. Being a gay Mus-
lim man, I wasn't sure if I should be happy
or wary. I was glad I didn't have to fear being
called a terrorist or that the religion I practise
wasn't as high up on the threat list. However,
both those had been replaced by something
I had until now considered pretty harmless:
my sexuality.
If the US were run by the Sally Kerns of the
world, of which there are plenty seeing as
she won her 2004 race for Oklahoma House
of Representatives by a landslide 67.66 per-
cent of the votes, I'm guessing it would be a
very different place. The day after the afore-
mentioned event, Ms. Kern spoke to a closed
meeting ofRepublican caucus members and
received a standing ovation for, what I as-
sume is her strength and conviction.
In an ironic twist generally seen only in the
worst Hollywood films, Ms. Kern's hatred for
queer individuals stems from a place much
closer to home, or rather, in the home. She
has a gay son - much to her chagrin, I'm sure.
In fact, he was described by a friend as the
"the biggest queen on the campus of OBU
(Oklahoma Baptist University) in the mid-
-905." That's pretty gay, Sally.
Ms. Kern has also claimed that "homo-
sexuals are infiltrating our schools and in-
doctrinating our children." So the question
most people want to ask her is, seeing as
your son went to both a strict Baptist high
school and university, where exactly was he
indoctrinated?
Claims that Ms. Kern's homophobia stems
from a place of hatred for her own son don't
seem that improbable, given that she has
disowned him and at one point denied he
existed.
Ms. Kern's defense during this whole or-
deal has been that she was simply enforcing
her God-given right to freedom of speech as
gifted to her in the First Amendment. As we
have seen, this is one justification that is used
by most American hate-mongers.
Whether it's the Westboro Baptist Church,
the KKK or countless other right-wing con-
servative politicians, the First Amendment
has always provided the ammunition to
make the attacks many of these groups and
individuals have made on countless minority
groups.
Ms. Kern pointed out in her tirade that
"not everyone's lifestyle is equal, just like not
every religion is equal. There's more suicide
... more illness, their lifespans are shorter -
it's not a lifestyle that's good for this nation."
First of all, someone needs to tell Ms. Kern
that it's not a lifestyle - it's a life. Secondly,
Sally needs to be reminded that the Pledge
ofAllegiance she took when being sworn into
the office, which gave her the platform to say
the stuff she did, also confers liberty and jus-
tice to all. She can't pick and choose.
letters@cordweekly. com
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Celebrity
diplomacy
dissected
Dr. Andrew Cooper discussed his latest book with
CTV's Daiene Vernile at a CIGI event yesterday
DAN POLISCHUK
NEWS EDITOR
World diplomacy has fallen into the
hands of one man: Bono.
While University of Waterloo po-
litical science professor Andrew F.
Cooper may not have been quite
as emphatic as the aforementioned
statement, there was no denying
the fact that the lead singer of one
of the world's most famous bands
has become a leader in the "diplo-
matic world."
Giving a talk at the Centre for In-
ternational Governance Innovation
(CIGI) last night in support of his
book Celebrity Diplomacy, Cooper
had just come off a whirlwind tour
across the globe.
Just last week he made an ap-
pearance on ABC-TV's Good Morn-
ing America.
All this came with Celebrity Di-
plomacy being published this past
October. Easily the most publicized
of the seven books he has written in
the past four years, Cooper has tak-
en the expansive view of whether
celebrities can, in fact, be effective
diplomats - and, if so, will they cre-
ate positive or negative results.
Turning back to "the
originator" of celebrity
diplomats, Cooper spoke of how
[Audrey] Hepburn "sets out the
TEMPLATE OF WHAT WAS TO COME"
IN HER MISSIONS TO COUNTRIES LIKE
Sudan and Ethiopia in the 1980s.
Cooper began by highlighting
former actress Audrey Hepburn,
who he tagged as being "the origi-
nator of all of this." Rhyming off the
names of other personalities, such
as Danny Kay, Angelina Jolie, Rich-
ard Gere and soccer-star Ronald-
inho, he commented that "there's a
whole range of people thathave to
be taken seriously."
In his opinion, no one, in this
regard, surpasses the music artist
Bono.
"He is someone
that has the cha-
risma ... and is not
an amateur," said
Cooper, adding that,
"Bono is starting to
get more attention
at the G8 summits
than the diplomatic
leaders."
The professor
listed three things
in particular that
set the singer apart from other ce-
lebrities - the first being his "sense
of faith." Coming from a family of
mixed religions, he is unique in that
he is able to relate with followers of
the Roman Catholic faith across the
spectrum to Evangelicalism.
Secondly, he has evolved from
being a local figure to being "tran-
snational" - an individual who ex-
panded from his roots in Dublin,
Ireland and has travelled and lived
all over the globe.
Lastly, the fact that he has ad-
vanced his activism - taking it
from the performing stage to inside
legislative and government build-
ings - is another key factor in his
effectiveness.
Because of such characteristics,
he is able to get access to politicians
(past and present) like George W.
Bush, Tony Blair and Bill Clinton.
Additionally, Cooper credited
Bono for communicating his plight
with "not just the leaders but going
into the bureaucratic level."
Turning back to "the origina-
tor" of celebrity diplomats, Cooper
spoke ofhow Hepburn "sets out the
template of what was to come" in
her missions to countries like Su-
dan and Ethiopia in the 1980s.
"What she didn't do is connect
to the material resources," said
Cooper, who commented that this
is an area which Bono, specifically,
excels at.
He has forged relationships with
those that have "deep pockets," in-
dividuals like Bill Gates.
At the end of the day though,
what is most intriguing to Cooper
about the phenomenon ofcelebrity
diplomacy is how celebrities have
the ability "to get younger peo-
ple interested ... in the process of
diplomacy."
When asked whether they actu-
ally do more harm than good, with
respect to raising awareness of cer-
tain causes, Cooper stated that it's
the responsibility of the public to
maintain that level of scepticism.
"We have to put [celebrities] in
the spotlight for the good they're
doing and the not so good."
DAN POLISCHUK
TALK TO ME - Vernile and Cooper debate the merits and pitfalls of the use of famous figures in diplomacy.
Canadian charter not applicable in Afghanistan
Federal Court Judge Anne Mactavish has ruled that detainees captured by Canadian forces in Afghanistan do not have the same
rights and freedoms outlined in the Charter, despite reports that Afghani detainees transferred to local officials are being tortured
JENNIFER RAE
STAFF WRITER
Canada's Federal Court has official-
ly ruled that the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms does not
apply to Afghan detainees cap-
tured by Canadian troops. The rul-
ing comes amidst reports that once
turned over to Afghan authorities,
detainees are being tortured by
prison officials.
Justice Anne Mactavish deter-
mined that the legal obligations as-
sociated with the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms cannot be made to
apply to Taliban fighters who have
been seized by Canadian soldiers,
essentially because the militants
are being captured on foreign soil.
"While detainees held by the Ca-
nadian Forces in Afghanistan have
rights accorded to them under the
Afghan Constitution and by inter-
national law, and, in particular, by
international humanitarian law,
they do not have rights under the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms," explained Mactavish in
her ruling.
The investigation arose as the re-
sult of complaints put forward by
Amnesty Internationaland the B.C.
Civil Liberties Association, who
have been critical of the way that
detainees have been shifted into
the custody of Afghan police. Am-
nesty International has proclaimed
that by continually transferring
prisoners over to local authorities,
Canadian troops are complicit in
any abuse that may consequently
occur.
The transfers were halted in No-
vember 2007, after it was revealed
that Afghan police had beaten a
detainee unconscious with an elec-
trical cable and a hose. This case
of torture was uncovered during a
surprise inspection of an Afghan
jail, conducted by Canadian diplo-
mats in accordance with an agree-
ment, established between Canada
and the Afghan government, that
allows for the inspections. The
transfers were then resumed again
in February.
In reference to the ruling, Bill
Champ, the lawyer for the B.C.
group, declared, "I would say that's
a serious concern for the detainees
currently held by Canadian Forces,
who are about to be transferred
to torturers. There's no court they
can go to to say, 'Please don't send
me to be tortured.' Justice Mactav-
ish has taken away any forum they
might have."
Although this ruling comes as a
significant blow to those organiza-
tions opposed to the transfers, the
matter has not yet been entirely
resolved. A public interest hearing
has been ordered by the chairman
of the military police complaints
commission so as to further exam-
ine the issue at hand.
Almost a year has passed since
the commission initially began
to investigate the transfer of pris-
oners, and the hearing has been
deemed necessary due to the fact
that the Conservative Government
is - as per a CBC report - allegedly
refusing to disclose all of the infor-
mation relevant to the case.
These hearings are set to com-
mence within the next month. In
the meantime, Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper maintains that his
government has done nothing to
obstruct the investigation thus far.
In response to accusations that
access to evidence has been delib-
erately restricted, he references the
Canada Evidence Act, which allows
certain documents and informa-
tionto be withheld in the interest of
national security and secrecy.
The complaint that launched
the inquiry was an allegation that
the Canadian military police had
handed over prisoners on 18 occa-
sions, despite evidence of the tor-
ture occurring in the Afghan jails.
CONTRIBUTEDPHOTO
TRANSFER - A suspected Taliban supporter is handed over to Afghan
police officials after being captured by Canadian troops in Kandahar.
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Cinderella's big weekend
JOE TURCOTTE
SPECIAL PROJECTS
EDITOR
RAYMOND GIU
STAFF WRITER
CHRIS BALUSCHAK
STAFF WRITER
JORDAN VAN HORN
STAFF WRITER
Upset of theWeek - (14) Cornell over (3) Stanford
For athletes, the annual March Madness tournament is a place where
legends are made. And for prognosticators and pundits, the NCAA cham-
pionship marathon is a time to step up and be bold. With that in mind,
I'm taking fourteenth-seeded Cornell to be this year's dragon slayer and
knock off third-seeded Stanford. Having only lost five times all season, the
Big Red will come in confident no matter who they're playing. Then there's
their big man in the middle, senior JeffFoote. At seven feet tall, Foote has
the size to match up with Stanford's frontcourt tandemofBrook and Rob-
in Lopez and the experience to outwit his younger counterparts. While
it's probably a shot inthe dark, watch for Cornell to bust a few brackets.
Player to watch:West Virginia forward Joe Alexander
At 6'B" and 230 pounds, West Virginia's leading scorer should be an intimi-
dating presence for the Mountaineers in this year's tournament. Averaging
close to 30 points in his last six games, Alexander has been impressive as
of late. He will need to keep this trend going and contribute a strong per-
formance in order for the number seven team to beat number ten Arizona
in the first round. He'll be in tough against the Wildcats' Jordan Hill and
will have to use his extra year of experience in college basketball to his
advantage.
Upset of the Week - (14) Georgiaover (3) Xavier
Fresh off an improbable run to the SEC championship over the weekend,
Georgia will look to continue their streak when they face Xavier on Thurs-
day. After victories against Arkansas, Mississippi State and Kentucky, their
confidence is riding high and they look like they can beat anyone right
now. Xavier is coming in with a loss to St. Josephs in the A-10 semi-finals
and the question is whether or not they'll be able to match the intensity
and urgency Georgiawill bring on Thursday.
Player to watch: Davidson shooting guard Stephen Curry
A part of arguably one of the best backcourts in the NCAA, Stephen Curry
has beencarrying Davidson the past two years, leading the team in scoring
with 21.5 PPG and 25.1 PPG respectively. In his debut in the tournament
last year, Curry led the young Davidson team with 30 points against Mary-
land in a 12-point loss. Hailed as one of the best shooters nationally, the
son ofretired NBA guard Dell Curry will be crucial to Davidson's underdog
run as a tenth seed.
Upset of theWeek - (13) Siena over (4) Vanderbilt
Vanderbilt has a great outside shooting game in the form of senior Shan
Foster (20.5 ppg, 47.3% 3PT). To complementtheir outside game, the Com-
modores have a strong post presence in 6'11" Andrew Ogilvy. Ogilvy will
be a cause for concern for the Saints, especially with regards to offensive
rebounds and second chance points. So far this year, Siena has defeated
Stanford (Ranked 3rd in the South Division) and competed against other
heavyweights Memphis, St. Joseph's and Cornell. With all these games un-
der their belts, don't expect Siena to be intimidated and watch for a classic
David vs.-Goliath match-up.
Player to watch: Siena forward Edwin Übiles
Edwin Übiles is a 6'6" forward who is a multi-position talent. His strengths
include his raw and creative ability to score from almost anywhere on the
floor. He will need to continue his play above the rim in order to open up
the three-point shot for the rest ofthe Siena squad. He will also need to be
active away from the ball, again to open up other scoring opportunities
because this Kevin Durant-esque player will draw a lot ofattention.
Upset of theWeek - (10) Davidson over (7) Gonzaga
Gonzaga has been a well known team for some time now. They
were once a school that could fly under the radar, but their re-
cent success has brought them to prominence. Davidson boasts
an excellent guard line-up headlined by Stephen Curry, son of for-
mer NBA player and Toronto Raptor Dell Curry. Curry is averaging 25
points per game and was a large factor in Davidson winning the South-
ern Conference Tournament. Although Davidson has struggled against
top 25 competition this year (with an 0-3 mark), they are currently riding
a 22-game winning streak. Look for Davidson to knock off Gonzaga and
continue that winning streak for at least one more game.
Player to watch: USC guard O.J. Mayo
The Thursday night USC-Kansas State matchup includes two of the top
freshman in the country. USC has O.J. Mayo and Kansas State is led by
Michael Beasley. While they are both great players, Beasley simply does
not have the team that O.J. Mayo has. Mayo is able to score, pass and de-
fend with the best in the country and plays for a team that allows him to
exert all of these great qualities. While Beasley is a fantastic player - a lock
for a top three pick in the NBA draft that has put Kansas State on the map
- lookfor Mayo to dish, defend and score his way to a first round win over
Kansas State. Mayo and his team will knock off Beasley and his lack of a
supporting cast in one of the biggest match-ups of the first round.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Are you pregnant?
Have you considered an open adoption?
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www.hopingtoadopt.ca
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Star to lead Hawks into future
Kale Harrison claimed Rookie of the Year for both
the OUA and CIS after a tremendous first season
ANDREA MILLET
STAFF WRITER
Every player who steps out onto
the field, into the arena or onto the
court hopes to make an impact,
whether it is on the crowd, their op-
ponents, their teammates or on the
sport itself. This season, the Wilfrid
Laurier Golden Hawks men's bas-
ketball team found a player to do
just that.
First-year business student Kale
Harrison joined the Hawks in Sep-
tember as one of nine freshmen,
but soon proved himself to be a re-
liable player and a key factor to the
team's success.
Leading the Hawks with 381
points and 147 rebounds this sea-
son, the 6'5" small forward from
Stratford averaged 30.3 minutes per
game and shot an impressive 45.9
percent from the field.
"I took a lot of shots and played a
lot of minutes," commented Harri-
son. "There are a lot of good players
on our team and so to lead in points
and rebounds is pretty cool."
Last week, Harrison learned that
his performance was enough to
earn him CIS Rookie of the Year as
the nation's top freshman, adding
to a season of accolades that in-
cluded a second team all-star nod
and OUA Rookie of the Year.
"I was able to go to the nation-
als in Ottawa and it showed me the
talent and the skills of the other
guys in the CIS, so to win a national
award made me realize what an
honour it is," said Harrison about
the exceptional company among
which he has been placed.
As a long-time basketball player
and a leader on his high school
team, Harrison came to the Hawks
squad with high expectations, but
the dedication to the game and the
skill he displayed made him stand
out as a university player.
"I think every year you bring
freshmen in and you hope that they
can adapt to university play and
that they're going to be able to con-
tribute and be a factor in the per-
formance of the team," said Head
Coach Peter Campbell.
"We thought we had a good
player; I don't thinkwe thought he
would have the impact he has had
on our team, though."
Harrison's style of play allowed
him to quickly adjust and adapt to
the more physical level of universi-
ty basketball, with Campbell cred-
iting much of Harrison's success to
his calmness on the court.
"I think the most impressive
thing about him is that he's a pretty
laid back guy and he plays the game
the same way," said Campbell. "He
doesn't get excited in a sense that
the game gets ahead of him."
For his part, Harrison acknowl-
edges the hard work of his team-
mates and credits them with help-
ing him setde into his game.
"The biggest thing was that my
teammates made me feel comfort-
able the moment I came to Laurier;
they are all really good guys," he re-
marked. "Them having confidence
in me, a rookie, allowed me to have
confidence in myself, which is
probably a very important part of
what happened this year."
With so many freshmen players
beginning with the team this year,
the Hawks struggled due to their
youth and inexperience. Finishing
the season with an 8-14 record, the
Hawks made it into the playoffs but
lost in the first round to the Guelph
Gryphons.
In that game, Harrison assaulted
the basket for 23 points and shared
the court with three other first-year
players.
While Harrison emerged as the
team leader this season, from their
nine freshmen, the Hawks have a
store of young talent that, with ex-
perience and practice, they hope
will shape this team into a formi-
dable competitor.
"This is a group of guys that as
soon as next year could have an
impact on the league, but certain-
ly over the next two or three years
should have an impact," comment-
ed Campbell.
Harrison also sees the team as
having growing potential and abil-
ity on the court."I think we're on
the right track. We're really young
this year and next year everyone
is going to be a year older and ev-
eryone has a bit of experience play-
ing, and we know what it's like and
what it takes to be successful," he
explained.
With hopes for playoffs and
maybe even a national tide in the
next few years, this young Hawks
team appears to have a bright fu-
ture ahead, with Harrison situated
squarely in middle of the fold for
the purple and gold.
"You know Kale's going to come
back better because he's got to be
excited about what he's just done,"
points out Campbell. "And he's not
the type of guy to sit back and say
'Well, I'm there!"
SYDNEY HELLAND
BRIGHT FUTURE - The future of Golden Hawks basketball rests on rookie Kale Harrison's young shoulders.
Referees questionable in women's hockey
Officiating in women's hockey needs to be further developed in order to retain the integrity and fairness of national events
LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR
In women's hockey, officiating can make or
break the game. It can control the speed and
pace by the number of penalties doled out
or it can be the catalyst to equalize a weaker
team with a stronger one.
With the increasing skill and level of play
of women's hockey, the officiating needs to
be maintained at a level similar to that of the
game in order to remain neutral and accu-
rate. Hockey Canada declares that women's
hockey at the national level must be officiat-
ed by female referees, and some believe they
are developing quickly.
"I think it's important to have referees that
are comparable to the level of play," com-
mented McGill hockey coach Peter Smith.
"But I think the referees are doing the best
they can.... It's a lot easier for somebody
standing behind the bench to look at what's
going on than someone standing on the ice
in the middle of the action."
Still, some, such as Wilfrid Laurier Head
Coach Rick Osborne would perhaps argue
that the referees currently in place are not the
best suited to the level ofplay.
"I don't think Hockey Canada appoints
their best to the CIS [Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport]. We tend to see the same people
year after year. It can be frustrating," com-
mented Osborne.
"If it were up to me, developing female of-
ficials aside, I would want the best officials
- male or female," said Alberta Pandas Head
Coach Howie Draper.
"I think if you want to develop the sport of
women's hockey, there has to be a commit-
ment from the coaches, from the organiza-
tions to support women's officials," added
Osborne.
"[Hockey Canada] is not going to change;
we just have to keep hoping that the bar rises
for them, the same way it rises for coaches,
the same it rises for players," said Osborne.
CIS Media and Publications Manager Michel
Belanger further explained the selection of
officials for national championship events in
any sport.
"You definitely have to have a certain level
to referee university sports. But any referee
that has officiated during the regular season
and the conference playoffs can come to the
nationals."
Still, Draper sees the issue of all-female
refs as a catch-22.
"Ultimately, we would like to see female
referees reffing our games," he said. "The
problem is there are not many female refer-
ees at the level they need to be at. For them to
get there, they have to get games of that level
to develop."
Shelly Coolidge, University of Ottawa's
Head Coach and a former referee herself, be-
lieves that the main problem for female refer-
ees is that they are not given enough support
and supervision in their training.
"We have some young women that are so
keen, but get little supervision. Rarely do I
even see a coach sitting in the stands giving
them feedback.
"That is where I thinkwe break down," said
Coolidge.
- SEE REFEREE, PAGE 13
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When the men's gamebegan, it was
clear the Hawks had their work cut
out for them. Facing arguably the
world's best juniorcurling rink over
the last two years, Laurier relied on
near-perfect play from the front end
of Matt Mapletoft and Paul Arki-
lander to force Calgary into tough
shots with their final rocks.
Taking singles inthe first, second,
fourth and fifth ends, they carried a
4-1 lead into the sixth end of play,
where Calgary got two back. The
two impressive rinks would swap
points in the seventh and eighth,
leading to a crucial ninthend.
Facing a crowded house full of
Calgary rocks, Laurier second Paul
Arkilander made a ideal double-
peel to remove both opponent's
guards from the top of the house.
"Paul making the double peel was
big," remarked Mapletoft. "It wasn't
looking good at that point and it
turned the end around; that was a
huge momentum swing."
Laurier third Bill Francis faced
a difficult double takeout to try
and clear the house of the Dinos
stones and delivered with a well
placed shot that removed Calgary's
shot rock and all but fossilized
the Dinos' hopes of capturing the
championship.
Tournament All-Canadian team
member and skip Mike Anderson
saw the shot as the key moment in
the Hawks' eventual victory. "We
could definitely feel the momen-
tum change. It was after that point
we knew we could go right after
them and get them on theirheels a
bit."
Arkilander, also named to the All-
Canadian team, echoed his skip's
comments. "Bill really saved us that
end; the peel opened everything
up. After that, we were golden."
In a quirky sequence of events,
at the same time Calgary conceded
the game to give Laurier a 9-4 win
before Anderson had even thrown
his final rock, the women were in a
do-or-die situation just one sheet
over.
Needing to score in each of the
final four ends against Manitoba,
the Hawks' decorated roster did
just that, taking singles in the sev-
enth and eighth, and with the ham-
mer in the ninth, they managed to
squeak out another single.
Heading into the tenth and final
end, Manitoba had the hammer,
down by one and needing to score
two to win. With three consecutive
missed double-runbacks, the entire
game came down to one shot by
Manitoba's Strath, who tried to hit
a come-around tap to the button.
Her rock just sailed past the house,
givingLaurier the7-4 win and com-
pleting the championship sweep.
Despite the slow start, thirdLau-
ra Hickey says their rink remained
positive. "We still had a ton of con-
fidence," she said. "That's just what
we do - we come back; we knew we
could do it."
Seeing the men capture the gold
during the crucial eighth end was
certainly a boost, she added. "I
was just so excited for the men, but
knew at the same time I just had to
focus. It gave me even more drive to
win that for sure."
Coach John Nicol knew that
eventually breaks had to go their
way. "Their skip was playing so well
and we kept giving her an opportu-
nity, because these girls have had
so much competitive exposure. The
other team finally got a little more
nervous than we did, and we got
enough breaks off their misses."
The victories gave the teams a
spot in next winter's World Univer-
sity Games held in China.
Nicol put the event into perspec-
tive for both teams: "This is the sec-
ond-largest sporting event in the
world that they're going to, and it's
not a holiday. But despite the seri-
ousness of the University Games,
they are still nearly a year away,
which means there is more than
ample time for the teams to enjoy
their moment in the truly golden
sun."
RYAN STEWART
WE WILL ROCK YOU - Second Danielle Inglis pushes out of the hack in
Sunday's gold medal contest, which Laurier won over Manitoba, 7-4.
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Curling Hawks dominate
Men lead all week en route to title; women rely on astounding comeback
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"A young fellow on the male side
who has potential, there are a num-
ber of people who supervise him,
coach him to ensure his develop-
ment to get to the next level. That is
where the difference lies."
Another aspect lacking for female
hockey officials is opportunities to
gain practical game experience.
"For these young women that
come in here to run the event, for
some of them, their first supervi-
sions would have been in January
of this year. They are then expected
to come in here and perform at a
high level against full stands and
two benches that all have very dif-
ferent views on what is seen out
there," said Coolidge.
While the development of fe-
male referees is an optimistic step,
there remain issues with their
organization.
"I would prefer a mix, to ensure
that we are getting thebest. I would
be fine with women referees at na-
tionals if the three or four they as-
sign were the best in the country,"
said Osborne. "I don't think they
are."
While the femalereferees are bet-
ter today than ten years ago, thereis
still much room for improvement.
The level of play has improved re-
markably and therefore the level of
officiating needs to continue to im-
prove as well.
Currently, Hockey Canada has
little responsibility in assigning
referees. It's at the provincial level
where the development needs to be
improved.
"Ontario has done a better job
in Canada than any other province
of continuing to develop their offi-
cials," said Coolidge.
"They [Hockey Canada] need to
hold a program for those respon-
sible for the development of female
officials. But each province has an
even bigger responsibility to devel-
op their female referees. They need
to take responsibility to ensure that
the provincial level is doing their
job," she added.
Inadequate refereeing can be-
come a problem if it does not devel-
op with the sport, and some ques-
tion whether nationals are really
the appropriate venue for training.
"It's a shame that they choose the
CIS nationals to develop referees,
because it's just not the place that it
should happen," saidDraper.
"While it may not affect the sport
directly, there might be some very
unhappy coaches and players. It
can be very equalizing and you
could end up losing a national
championship as a result. It could
be detrimental to a particular
team."
When asked about the quality
of officiating at this year's nation-
als, Draper expressed his concerns.
"This seemed to be the worst year
ever for officiating," said Draper,
whose Alberta Pandas finished
fourth in the six-team field. "I was
very, very disappointed in the qual-
ity of refereeing; it was by far the
weakest I have ever seen at this
competition."
"McGill was the best team and
Laurier deserved to beat us when
they did," Draper added, referring
to a semi-final loss to the Golden
Hawks, who were in turn downed
by McGill in the final.
He continued to say, "I'd like
to see the development of female
referees, but there has to be a bet-
ter way. I'm just not sure what that
might be."
CIS rules state that officials for
women's hockey are currently
trained up to a level four status,
whereas referees for men's hockey
are required to have a minimumof
level six for university sport.
Officials for women's hockey
are also paid a mere $70 per game
compared to the $120 per game re-
ceived in men's hockey.
"They cannot get their level six
because they are never going to
be working men's CIS hockey, or a
men's international hockey game.
So there is no way they can get that,"
said Coolidge.
"Do I think there is room for
change in Hockey Canada's alloca-
tion of levels? Absolutely I do. They
just don't have the numbers or
experience yet to be able to take a
look at the levels and how they are
deemed."
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
RALLYING REFEREES - Referees need to be as invisible as possible.
Hockey's women
need support
- FROM REFEREE, PAGE 11
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Excelsior Fencing Club
Take a stab at something different. The Excelsior Fencing Club is approaching its
25,h year in Kitchener Waterloo as a fun and challenging sport for all ages and
abilities. Fencing has been a modern Olympic sport since 1896and with the
approaching Olympics, it's a great way to show your support for our athletes.
Programs available in
Recreational,
Competitive, Beginner,
1 J
Summer
Company
Be your own boss
Earn up to $3,000 in awards and turn what you love to do into a
summer experience. Keep all business profits and develop
entrepreneurial skills. Apply online at www.summercompany.ca.
Application deadline: April 30, 2008.
Summer Company is open to all students aged 15-29who are
returning to school In the fall.
For more information
rob.clement@kitchener.ca OR 519-741-2986
www.summercompany.ca
14.FEATURE 
DAVE SHORE 
FEATURES EDITOR 
Do we really even need to go to class? 
It's a simple question, surely. And sim-
ple questions by their very nature have 
simple answers. So, do we need to go to 
class? At first, "yes" seems like the obvi-
ous answer. 
After all, as students, the very reason 
we're here at university is to learn the 
material that we're paying to acquire. By 
skipping class, we're not only being bad 
students, but we're not getting the ser-
vices that we're paying for. 
But then again, we've all had that 
one class in which the professor simply 
reads out of the textbook. It's obvious in 
a number of academic situations that 
attendance really isn't required in order 
to get adequate marks. In situations like 
that, maybe the answer is that we really 
shouldn't go to class. 
Or, maybe the question isn't really as 
easy as it might seem. In fact, while skip-
ping class feels like a simple and harm-
less act when done on an individual ba-
sis, as a whole, it has become a distinct 
aspect of student culture. 
·students skip class. Maybe that's not· 
true all the time, but in general, it's a 
statement that likely nobody would con-
test. And as a part of our student culture, 
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Should student 
The idea that classes can be skipped at leisure is a prevailing mind 
The Cord investigates the nature of this trend, and asks w 
it certainly has implications on broader 
university life. 
Political science professor Chris An-
derson, for one, thinks that the trend of 
students skipping lectures is a problem. 
"It raises greater questions about what 
the function of university is and what 
students want from it;' he said. 
Anderson believes that when a student 
skips class, they weaken the university 
experience for every party involved. "That 
student misses out, as a faculty member 
I miss out because I don't get those in-
teractions with students ... but the other 
students also miss out, because they 
don't have those other students there to 
contribute, or even just to be there and 
get to know each other as a peer group;' 
he explained. 
For students, though, attending every 
class doesn't always seem like a viable 
way to spend their time at school. "It's not 
that I don't care;' said third-year commu-
nication studies student Carrie Hayden. 
"IT RAISES GREATER QUESTIONS 
ABOUT WHAT THE FUNCTION 
OF UNIVERSITY IS AND WHAT 
STUDENTS WANT FROM IT." 
"I just have better things to do:' 
"There's a way to avoid skipping class, 
but who's that organized, really?" she 
added. 
Joige Garrido, a first-year BBA student 
agreed. "I only skip when I have a project 
due;' he noted. "I guess sometimes it is 
better to skip:' 
It is natural that students try to maxi-
mize the use of their time, and that occa-
sionally this means classes need to take 
the backseat to other concerns. This is 
nothing new, and professors and admin-
istration understand that truancy can of-
ten be a calculated affair. 
"There's a set of people who miss out 
on lectures strategically and make the 
calculations and I understand that," said 
Anderson. 
However, while most of the faculty 
understand that the occasional missed 
class is nothing to be concerned about, 
there is also a sense among many that a 
cultural shift towards student absence is 
occurring. 
Sheila Mckee-Protopapas, 
- Chris Anderson, Political Science 
Professor 
a lab instructor in the Depart-
ment of Biology, is one such 
person. "I've been teaching here 
for a long time and I think stu-
dents were more curious years 
ago;' she said. "They were at 
university because they were 
interested in things. Now, they feel that 
it's a means to an end, that they need a 
university degree to get a job, and that's 
not the students' fault - that's the culture 
we live in. 
"It's unfortunate because they miss out 
on a lot of opportunities for learning just 
for learning's sake;' Mckee-Protopapas 
added. 
It is this learning for learning's sake 
that may be missing in today's academic 
culture. If it is simply marks and a degree 
that students are after, they need to at-
tend class far less than the student that 
goes to university purely for the act of 
learning. 
This is only one explanation for the 
larger trend. Richard Elliot, the associate 
dean: student services of the Science Fac-
ulty, believes that it is in fact electronic 
communication that makes students less 
likely to show up for lectures. 
"There appears to be a cultural issue, 
that the students that are now in first year 
or second year come from a different 
generation or background in the sense 
that they're much more at ease convers-
ing with each other on a cell phone or 
whatever. They're much more electrorli-
cally in tune:' 
Despite things like WebCT and other 
Internet tools, which make it easier for 
students to obtain information outside 
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t s  s k i p  s c h o o l ?  
r e v a i l i n g  m i n d s e t  t h a t  h a s  e m e r g e d  i n  t o d a / s  s t u d e n t  c u l t u r e .  
d ,  a n d  a s k s  w h a t ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  i t  
o u t s i d e  
o f  c l a s s ,  E l l i o t  t h i n k s  i n - c l a s s  l e c t u r e  t i m e  
w i l l  n e v e r  b e  o b s o l e t e .  
" A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  I ' v e  g o t  t h e  
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  y o u  w a n t  i t ,  a n d  t h e r e ' s  
n o  w a y  t h a t  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n -
v e y  a l l  t h e  n u a n c e s  o f  m y  d i s c i p l i n e  t o  
y o u  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y .  A t  s o m e  p o i n t  t h e r e ' s  
g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  b e  t h a t  o n e - o n - o n e  i n -
t e r a c t i o n ; '  h e  s a i d .  
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  w h y  
s t u d e n t s  s e e m  t o  b e  s k i p p i n g  c l a s s  i n  
g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  f a c t o r s  l e a d i n g  t o  a  c u l t u r a l  s h i f t  
i n  t h e  w a y  w e  v i e w  u n i v e r s i t y .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  i t  i s  
s o l e l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  p a r t ,  p r o f e s s o r s  
n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h a n g i n g  c u l t u r e  
a n d  a d a p t  t h e  w a y  t h e y  l o o k  a t  c l a s s e s .  
P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  g i v e n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  a l -
t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h e n  
p r o f e s s o r s  d o n ' t  m a k e  c l a s s e s  i n t e r a c -
t i v e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  a t -
t e n d  t h e m .  
" Y o u  p a i d  f o r  t h e  t e x t b o o k ,  y o u  p a i d  
f o r  . t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  y o u  s h o u l d  g e t  b o t h ; '  
s a i d  s e c o n d - y e a r  h i s t o r y  s t u d e n t  A m y  
R o o k e ,  l a m e n t i n g  t h a t  p r o f s  o f t e n  t e a c h  
t h e  ' S a m e  m a t e r i a l  i n  c l a s s  t h a t  t h e  t e x t -
b o o k  o f f e r s .  
~t l e a s t  t h e  p r o f  s h o u l d  l e c t u r e  a b o u t  
t h i n g s  o u t s i d e  t h e  t e x t b o o k ; '  s h e  a d d e d .  
S e c o n d - y e a r  E n g l i s h  s t u d e n t  M a r l e n e  
G i b s o n  a g r e e d ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e r  " f a v o u r i t e  
c l a s s e s  a r e  d i s c u s s i o n - b a s e d : '  
G a r r i d o  a r g u e s  t h a t  c o m i n g  t o  c l a s s  
t a k e s  u p  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  a  s t u d e n t ' s  
d a y ,  a n d  t h u s  a  p r o f e s s o r  n e e d s  t o  m a k e  
i t  w o r t h  e v e r y o n e ' s  t i m e .  " S i n c e  I  d o n ' t  
l i v e  o n  c a m p u s ,  i t  t a k e s  m e  a n  h o u r  a n d  
a  h a l f  t o  g e t  t o  c l a s s ; '  h e  e x p l a i n e d .  " P r o f s  
n e e d  t o  g i v e  u s  a  r e a s o n  t o  c o m e  o r  w e  
w o n ' t  c o m e : '  
K i m  M o r o u n e y ,  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  
p r o g r a m s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u s i n e s s  F a c -
u l t y ,  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c l a s s e s  
t o  h o l d  s t u d e n t s '  i n t e r e s t .  " T h e  c l a s s e s  
s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  o f  m a x i m u m  
u s e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m e a n s  
t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  i n t e r a c t i v e ,  t h e r e  n e e d s  
t o  b e  a  d i s c u s s i o n ; '  M o r o u n e y  s a i d .  
C o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  c l a s s e s  
a r e  o f t e n  a  o n e - w a y  a f f a i r  a r e  c o m m o n  
f o r  M o r o u n e y ,  a n d  s h e  s e e s  t h e  l o g i c  i n  
t h e m .  " I f  y o u ' r e  j u s t  s p e a k i n g  t o  s l i d e s  
a n d  y o u ' r e  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  
c l a s s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  h a v e  a  p o i n t .  
" I f  t h a t  c l a s s  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  u s e f u l  t o  y o u ,  
t h e n  m a y b e  t h a t  c l a s s  h a s  t o  b e  d e s i g n e d  
b e t t e r ; '  s h e  s a i d .  
M i c h a e l  I m o r t ,  a s s o c i a t e  d e a n :  s t u d e n t  
s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  A r t s ,  a l s o  r e c -
o g n i z e s  t h a t  c l a s s  t i m e  n e e d s  t o  i n c l u d e  
m o r e  t h a n  a  r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  c o u r s e  m a t e -
r i a l .  " A  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  c l a s s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  
t i m e  t o  s t i t c h  t o g e t h e r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  
" I F  Y O U ' R E  J U S T  S P E A K I N G  T O  
S L I D E S  A N D  Y O U ' R E  N O T  H A V I N G  
c l a s s :  w e ' r e  p a y i n g  f o r  i t .  
" Y o u  f e e l  l i k e  a  b a d  s t u d e n t  
b e c a u s e  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  
t h e  e f f o r t  t o  g o ; '  s a i d  G i b s o n  
o f  t h e  g u i l t  s h e  f e e l s  w h e n  s h e  
s k i p s  c l a s s .  
A N Y  I N T E R A C T I O N  I N  C L A S S ,  T H E  
S T U D E N T S  M I G H T  H A V E  A  P O I N T . "  
- K i m  M o r o u n e y ,  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  p r o -
g r a m s  d i r e c t o r ,  F a c u l t y  o f  B u s i n e s s  
" I f  y o u ' r e  p a y i n g  f o r  i t ,  y o u  
s h o u l d  b e  t h e r e ; '  s a i d  R o o k e .  
" T h e r e ' s  w a y s  t o  p l a n  a r o u n d  
c l a s s : '  
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  o n  t h e i r  o w n ; '  h e  
n o t e d .  
H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  c a n  a p p r e -
c i a t e  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  
c a l c u l a t e  w h e n  s k i p p i n g  c l a s s e s  i s  a p -
p r o p r i a t e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  r e a l i z e s  
t h a t  s o m e  c l a s s e s  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  f u l l y  e n -
g a g e  s t u d e n t s ,  I m o r t  t r i e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
s t u d e n t s  t o  a t t e n d  e v e r y  c l a s s ,  n o  m a t t e r  
w h a t .  
" I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  e v e r y  c l a s s  i s  a n  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n ,  
a n d  t o  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  s o m e t h i n g .  
E v e r y  c l a s s  y o u  d o n ' t  g o  t o ,  y o u  r o b  
y o u r s e l f  o f  t h a t  o n e  m o m e n t  t h a t  m i g h t  
h a p p e n ,  t o d a y ,  t o m o r r o w  o r  n e x t  y e a r ,  
w h e r e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  - a n d  I  m e a n  t r u l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  - w h y  y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g  h e r e ; '  h e  
e x p l a i n e d .  
T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a c h i e v i n g  g r e a t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  c e r t a i n l y  s o m e t h i n g  
a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s  o f f e r s .  B u t  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  
t h e r e  i s  a n  e v e n  s i m p l e r  r e a s o n  t o  g o  t o  
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n  s t i l l  s t a n d s :  d o  w e  r e a l l y  n e e d  t o  g o  t o  
c l a s s ?  T h e  e a s y  a n s w e r :  i t ' s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  
" I  g u e s s  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  y o u r  o b -
j e c t i v e s  a r e  a s  a  s t u d e n t ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  w h y  
y o u  w a n t  t o  b e  h e r e  a n d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  
g e t ; '  s a i d  A n d e r s o n .  
" A n d  t o  a  d e g r e e ,  y o u  p r o b a b l y  c a n  
m i s s  a  l o t  o f  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  y o u ' l l  s t i l l  g e t  
y o u r  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  a t  t h e  e n d .  W h a t  y o u  
w i l l  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  t o  t h a t  
p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  
p e r s o n  w h o  c o m e s  t o  c l a s s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  
b a s i s : '  
W h o  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
w h a t  w e  a r e  h e r e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  w i l l  c e r -
t a i n l y  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
o u r  o u t l o o k s  t o w a r d s  a c a d e m i c s .  A n d ,  
m u c h  l i k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  6 £  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
t o  m i s s  a  c l a s s ,  t h a t ' s  a  c h o i c e  e a c h  o f  u s  
h a s  t o  m a k e .  
S e e  P A G E  2 0  f o r  e d i t o r i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  
I  
G R A P H I C S  B Y  J U L I E  M A R I O N  A N D  M A L L O R Y  O ' B R I E N  
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F'n M dances for music therapy
Critical Condition, this year's Fashion 'n Motion show, raised money to aid Jesse's Foundation for Music and Dance Therapy
NICOLE WRAY
STAFF WRITER
Fashion 'n Motion was in action
this past weekend at Laurier. Allie
Funk, the artistic director, and Kat
Comer, the fashion design coordi-
nator, were excited to put the prac-
tices and rehearsals into play this
weekend in the show titled Critical
Condition.
"It's a hospital," explained Funk.
"It starts out as a car accident at
the very beginning and basically
the cast are all doctors and they're
trying to get the main characters
better. Our charity is called Jesse's
Foundation for Music and Dance
Therapy, so what we wanted to
do was incorporate that into our
theme."
Funk, who was also artistic di-
rector last year, stated, "I think the
theme is a lot more interesting. I
have a lot more to work with."
Also exciting for Fashion 'n Mo-
tion is that "this year, every single
person in the show has their own
article of clothing, which hasn't
been the case in the years past. We
also took away the performers' fee
so money wasn't an issue; it used to
be $30 that performers had to pay,"
said Comer.
The theme indeed made for an
exciting and engaging show. The
charity awareness coordinator,
Laura Crochetiere, made aheartfelt
speech mid-way through the show
explaining how the charity came
about and why Fashion 'n Motion
chose to support this charity, re-
minding the audience that "Laurier
is one ofthree schools in Canada to
have a music therapy program."
The music chosen for each scene
ranged from Tracy Chapman to
Justin Timberlake to Fleetwood
Mac. The style of dancing varied
in each scene to suit the awesome
music choices.
The choreography was interest-
ing and enjoyable to watch, as each
number had a different style and, of
course, differentcostumes.
The costumes themselves were
neady put together and matched
perfectly with the themes of each
scene. Overall, the performance
was enjoyable and the theme re-
minded the audience throughout
the show that the event was for a
good cause.
One of the backdrops read, "Life
isn't about waiting for the storm to
pass, it's about dancing in therain,"
a quote all of the cast of about 95
performers, including 14 chore-
ographers, took to heart with their
enthusiastic performance in this
year's show.
The show took place in the The-
atre Auditorium this past week with
shows on Thursday and Friday eve-
ning, and a day and evening show
on Saturday.
For more information about
Jesse's Foundation for Music and
Dance Therapy, which helps to
bring music therapy to kids that
are sick or that have special needs
in Kitchener-Waterloo, Brampton,
Bolton and at Sick Kids Hospital
in Toronto, visit www.jessefounda-
tion.com.
SYDNEY HELLAND
DANCING FOR A CAUSE - The show was designed to reflect the charity.
SYDNEY HELLAND
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION - The hours of practice paid off at the show.
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Going to class depends
on the weather outside
Rain or shine, there is almost always a way to get out of going to class
D.J. DEMERS
STAFF WRITER
With all of the crazy weather that
has hit Waterloo in recent weeks,
I can only assume it has been dif-
ficult for a lot ofpeople to deter-
mine whether or not attending
class is mandatory or optional on
a particular day.
In order to save you the time
of checking the WLU website for
class cancellations, I have gone
ahead and laid out the rules per-
taining to weather so that you
have an official document (note:
not official) to reference on those
days you're wondering whether or
not you should roll out of bed.
First of all, if you see white stuff
falling from the sky, don't leave the
house. In fact, ifthere is any sort of
precipitation, do not worry about
class, young lad. Your profes-
sor would not wish any ill health
upon you, and walking in rain,
snow or hail certainly increases
the chances of you coming down
with something.
What if there is no precipitation
as of yet, but those clouds look
awfully ominous? Good question.
I would still not advise going to
class. It's just too risky.
What ifyou go to class, take your
notes and do all those things good
students do, and then when you
leave, it's raining? Now what do
you do? Do you run to the library
for shelter? I would certainly hope
not. Now you have to drag your
wet ass home. Do you know what
happens then? I'll break it down
for you.
1. Getting soaked in the rain is a
terrible experience.
2. The last thing you did before
getting soaked was attend a class
(which was both inspiring and
interesting).
Here's the problem: now your
brain is going to associate the ter-
rible feeling of getting drenched
with going to class, and you're
never going to want to attend class
again.
It's not your fault, man; it's just
how the brain works - it's sci-
ence. Your professor wouldn't like
to hear that you're not coming to
class because of a traumatic expe-
rience you had one rainy day.
Bottom line: If you see a cloud,
no matter how cute and innocu-
ous it may look, you stayhome. It's
just not worth the risk.
Well, now I hear you saying,
"But Ronald, what if it's sunny?"
First off, my name is D.J., not Ron-
ald. Secondly, let me just say that
your questions are so insightful,
it's as if you know exactly what I
am thinking.
The answer: if it's sunny, stay
home sonny. It's what my great-
grandfather used to say, and if we
know one thing about old people,
it's that they don't mess around
with rhymes. When they rhyme,
it's true all the time.
With the depletion of the ozone
layer, the danger ofUVA, UVB and
UFC rays is just too real to be taken
lighdy. A 10-minutewalk to class
could be the end ofyou. You could
develop cancer on the spot. You
could show up to class with a giant
tumor on your head.
Well, who's benefitting from
that? Your neck hurts with the
additional weight, you're freak-
ing out your classmates and your
professor can't even talk because
he keeps seeing this thing. And to
think it all could have been avoid-
ed ifyou had stayed at home.
I'm sure I don't need to tell you
that the only way to combat harm-
ful sun damage is through leisure.
Everyone knows this, so I'm just
re-stating the obvious. But ifyou're
playing frisbee, or walking to an
afternoon kegger, or anything fun
in nature, you're good to go.
The sun picks its targets very
carefully, and there's no way
someone engaging in fun activi-
ties is going to get screwed. It's
the just-world hypothesis and it's
pretty much infallible. Trust me.
Just to be sure we cover all of
our bases, also avoid going to class
ifyou observe any of the following
characteristics in your surround-
ing environment:
• Harmful CO2 emissions from any
source
• Any type of water body on your
route (including but not rel-
egated to Streams and brooks).
• Overcast weather with no sun-
shine but no threat of rain. The
uncertainty of the situation makes
me nervous.
• The possibility ofkomodo drag-
ons. Never seen one? Yeah, me
neither. And that's just the way
they like it.
That justabout covers it for criteria
to determine whether or not it is
safe to attend a class. Follow these
carefully, and you will feel safe in
every class you attend. It's a crazy
world, my friends - stay cautious.
letters@cordweekly.com
JULIE MARION
GOOD REASONS NOT TO GO TO CLASS? - Spotting a Komodo dragon, bad weather and harmful gases.
Tasty, easy
British recipes
SARAH TOPPLE
STAFF WRITER
Shepherd's Pie
Since pretty much all of March can
be safely dubbed a St. Patrick's-
ok zone, here are some authentic
Irish treats from my grandmother's
kitchen. Not to mention the pub ...
Ingredients
-1 lb of ground meat
-1 small onion, chopped
- Garlic (fresh or powdered)
- 3 cups of potatoes, mashed (ap-
proximately 5 good-sized taters)
- A couple of carrots, peeled and
chopped into rounds
- A cup of peas and/or corn
- A bit of butter and milk for the
mashed potatoes
Directions
Cook the meat in a frying pan until
it's no longer pink, stirring in the
onion and garlic. Drain all fat and
pour into an BxB oven-safe dish.
Layer the raw peas/corn and car-
rots over the beef. If you're using
frozen peas/corn, thaw them in a
bowl of water to remove all ice be-
fore you put them in the pie.
Peel, slice, cook and mash the
potatoes, using butter and a little
milk (no more than 2 Tbsp.) for a
smooth texture. Spread the pota-
toes over the carrots/peas/corn
and place the dish in the oven with
the broiler on (the top element is
the broiler. If you don't have one,
turn the oven up to about 400 de-
grees Fahrenheit) until thepotatoes
brown at the edges.
Scoop and enjoy! This recipe also
freezes well for when exam time
rolls around ...
Soft Molasses Cookies
What could be more Irish than mo-
lasses? Eat these cookies with ice
cream, dunk them in tea or simply
enjoy them on their own.
Ingredients
-1 cup of butter
- 6 cups of flour
-1 cup of sugar
- 2 tsp. of baking soda
- 2 eggs
- 3 tsp. ofpowdered ginger
-1 cup of molasses
-1/3 cup of milk
Directions
Cream the butter and sugar. Add
the eggs, molasses and milk, mix-
ing until everything is well blended.
Add baking soda and ginger. Add in
flour and mix gradually. You may
need to mix it with your hands af-
ter the fourth cup - the dough gets
a little stiff!
Roll onto a floured surface
(sprinkle enough flour onto your
table so that the dough won't stick)
using either a rolling pin or a long
glass.
Cut into shapes using cookie cut-
ters or glasses and bake at 350 de-
grees Fahrenheit for 10 minutes.
This recipe makes 4-5 dozen big
cookies and also freezes really well.
Easy IrishDessert
Ifcookies aren't your style (or ifyou
don't have an oven), pour one shot
of Bailey's over vanilla ice cream
and enjoy!
GREG MCKENZIE
MOLASSES COOKIES - These make the perfect soft and chewy delight.
GREG MCKENZIE
SHEPHERD'S PIE - This recipe leaves plenty of leftovers for exam time.
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Website helps students access notes
After two years of planning, two students have launched Picklejar.com, a site that allows students to share notes in real-time
GILLIAN FARBER
STAFF WRITER
No one understands students more
than students themselves, which is
why an innovative website called
Picklefar.com justmay thrive in the
academic lives ofgraduate and un-
dergraduate scholars.
Picklejar.com is a Canadian note-
sharing website created for the stu-
dents, by the students, that allows
students to register for classes and
give and receive notes all in real
time.
This website was intendedto cre-
ate a solution for missing notes and
it enables online dialogue for stu-
dents to discuss university life that
encourages a positive outlook on
academia.
Launched last September from
the University of Waterloo, Dan
Murdoch and Greg McMullin pio-
neered an innovative new website
that acted as a way for students to
reach out to one another and to
help each other out.
Murdoch explained, "I truly be-
lieve it is something that can help
students and gives individuals the
chance to help other people - a
circle of good will."
Whether they know it or not,
students actually play a large role
in the functioning and quality of
this website. Murdoch explained,
"Every new feature we add comes
directly from user feedback, some-
thing that we think as students our-
selves will be useful. We want to
mould the site to what the students
want as they are suggested by the
user."
"I TRULY BELIEVE IT IS SOMETHING
THAT CAN HELP STUDENTS AND GIVES
INDIVIDUALS THE CHANCE TO HELP
OTHER PEOPLE - A CIRCLE OF GOOD
WILL."
- Dan Murdoch, co-founder
The site has acquired a decent
user base, but the more people
who are using it, the better quality
the site will have, he said.
The website has various unique
features that distinguish it from
otherwebsites that seem similar.
Text editor, "auto save" and real-
time note-sharing are some ere-
ative applications the website uses
to help students share notes effi-
ciently and competently.
"Real-time note-sharing allows
your notes to pop up on another
individual's screen as if you were
side by side," Murdoch noted. "It is
a pretty unique feature and I don't
think anyone has replicated it yet."
The site itself is very straight-
forward and not full of clutter. The
focus of the site is a free service to
help students and the functional-
ity will be constantly changing and
adapting to stu-
dents' needs.
It has been two
years in the mak-
ing, and both Mur-
doch and McMul-
lin seem to be pret-
ty optimistic about
its future. These
aspiring entrepre-
neurs are looking
to branch out and
expand across the
country.
"In five years from now, I hope
thatwe've reached every university
in the country, at least assuming
that people are liking what we're
providing," Murdoch stated. "It is a
perpetual thingthat we are going to
continue to work at; the possibili-
ties are endless."
RYAN STEWART
NOTES SHARED WITH JUST A CLICK - This website helps students access school notes easily online.
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• FULLY CONTROLLED ENTRANCE, WITH INTERCOM \
SYSTEM IN EACH UNIT.
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• BELL & ROGER'S JACKS IN EACH BEDROOM.
• TWO FULL BATHROOMS IN EACH UNIT
• RENT TO INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS UP TO 4
• ALL UNITS PAINTED AND CLEANED BEFORE ■ -i/I WMW®®! DINING ■ _ r\ r
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• MINUTES TO BOTH UNIVERSITIES L fiffiWH
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STORAGE
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HOT WAJE R CLEANING SERVICE
0 S E WAG E TO VIEW A UNIT CALL DAN 519-888-7093
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YOU MEAN NOBODY TOLD YOU
WHAT
112 ' K
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There are no safety nets in business.
Get hands-on experience. Get a post-graduate credential from Fleming College in
Advertising, Event Management or Global Supply Chain Management. Or apply for
advanced standing into one of Business Diploma programs.
GET THE RIGHT COMBINATION: Employers you're also eligible for advanced standing
know that university plus college is a great to several programs, such as Business Contact us at
career foundation. Administration, Hospitality Administration - nowwhat@flemingc.on.ca
Hotel and Resort or Tourism and Travel. or check out
GET PRACTICAL: You've got the theory, NflVUf WHAT?
now it's time to get practical. And land the GET DIRTY: At Fleming we like to say, liUii lirlHl .
job you want. "Get your hands dirty" with real world expe- at
rience - our programs feature placements or www.fiemingcoiiege.com/nowwhat
GET JOB SPECIFIC PROGRAMS: Wondering applied projects. 1-866-353-6464 ext. 1391
if your degree will get you the job you want?
Check out the one-year post-graduate pro- GET PERSONAL: At Fleming you study and —^7
grams in Advertising, Event Management work in a small, close-knit environment
or Global Supply Chain Management at where faculty members walk and talk you /Fleming Colleee /
Fleming College. It's a great way to get a through what really goes on in the career of £ °° J
taste of what you can really do. your choice.
Peterborough ■ Haliburton
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Strike shows
admin'sfailures
Since 6:01 am today, contract academic staff (CAS) represented by the Wil-
frid Laurier University Faculty Association (WLUFA) have been on strike.
Now that talks - described by VP: Academic Sue Horton as a "high-
stakes poker game" - have fallen apart, we're left with little choice but to
throw our support behind the CAS.
We understand that administration can't simply give in to everydemand
being made. However, there are concerns that must be addressed.
If CAS feel as though they are poorly treated and the university has
troubleattracting staff because ofmore attractive positions available in the
GTA, there is a problem.
After coming to Laurier and telling everyone possible that he wanted to
listen to the university community, Dr. Blouw has done nothing short of
ignoring the students' voice.
While only a small number of students have been extremely active, 2750
students signed a petition that was presented to Dr. Blouw in support of
the CAS. That's nearly double the number of students that voted in the
election to decide next year's Students' Union president.
Students are obviously concerned about how the strike will affect them,
yet administration's response has ranged from being silent to flat out
ignoring students.
In response to a group of approximately 20 protesters, Horton
commented, "I gather that the two people have had their friends arrive
and now there are four people."
Such blatant disregard for students is shocking.
Furthermore, no explanation of what to do if there is a strike was given
to students until a half hour after the strike was official.
To their credit, the university has now posted answers to a number
of questions on the Laurier homepage, but why couldn't these simple
answers have been provided much earlier? Surely, there's no reason such
transparency wouldhinder discussions.
Instead, administration could do nothing more than reassure us that a
setdementwas in the works; not even a brief all-students email was sent
out to explain to check the website periodically until after a decision had
been made.
The strike has resulted in a no-win situation. A strike results in an
administrative nightmare, students' schedules are affected, CAS members
are off work and the university receives negative PR.
Thanks, Laurier. It's nice to know that, despite all the consequences of a
strike, we're nothing more than mere chips on the poker table.
Skipping preventable
Students skip class: it's all too easy
for administration, professors and
students to fall into the trap of
blaming this phenomenon on a
"student culture."
This is an attitude that needs to
change on every side, with each
making concessions to allow every-
one involved to encourage the best
all-around university experience.
Students, to begin with, need to
realize that education is valuablefor
its own sake. Regardless ofwhether
or not marks for attendance are as-
signed, we need to understand the
value of going to class.
To maximize the value of classes,
professors must recognize that stu-
dents will miss class on occasion
and should not penalize them for
it. They must also move beyond
simply summarizing the textbooks;
otherwise, students have no incen-
tive to attend lecture.
Finally, administration must take
student input seriously. Currently,
the results of the scantron evalua-
tions that are completed each se-
mester are not released and have
little to no meaningful impact.
This is only the beginning, but
everyone involved must make ef-
forts to help keep students in the
classroom.
These unsigned editorials were agreed upon by at least two-thirds o/The
Cord's editorial board and do not necessarily reflect the views o/The Cord's
volunteers, staffor WLUSP.
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Opinion
Sidewalks neglected
The city needs to enforce its by-laws as snow and ice are often uncleared
JULIE MARION
GRAPHICS EDITOR
Before I break a bone in my body
or have a complete nervous break-
down over an issue thatcould eas-
ily be resolved, I'm going to voice
my concerns about a lack of due
diligence in our community. Win-
ters are brutal and so far this year
the weather has been completely
indecisive.
One day we have a snowstorm,
the next day it melts and then
freezes. We have been teased with
hopes of nice weather throughout
the season and, because of the vi-
cious weather cycles, I'm sure I
am not the only person that has
been hopelessly waiting for spring
to begin.
Not only does spring mean that
school is usually finished at this
point, it also means that I can once
again enjoy walking to and fro.
There will be no more snow,
ice, slush and other nonsense
covering the sidewalks. I will not
have to navigate my way through
trenches for hours and take de-
tours to avoid the sidewalks that
may contribute to an early death
just to get to a class that is literally
five minutes away.
The pedestrians using the roads
all the time probably irritate those
driving, and I hope drivers real-
ize that it's not because we're
trying to be cool walking in the
middle of the road, but because
we are avoiding super-dangerous
sidewalks.
Walking to school has certainly
become quite the hassle and even
dangerous. Some of the main side-
walks are brutal these days, which
makes me wonder: Why are they
not being maintained?
The landlord is supposed to
clear the sidewalk for the tenants,
but in many cases tenants are told
they are responsible for this main-
tenance. The citywarns offines for
not shovelling your sidewalk and
Canada Post goes to the extent of
refusing to deliver the mail.
Icy sidewalks being especially
DANGEROUS, THERE SHOULD BE AN
ATTEMPT TO DEAL WITH THE ISSUE.
It's called salt. A little sprinkle
AND IT WORKS LIKE MAGIC.
However, I have not heard of
anyone receiving warnings, and
our city either has a bunch of lazy
landlords or careless tenants, be-
cause I rarely find a sidewalk that
is cleared.
When I do, it's my lucky day.
Curiously enough, there was
an extravagant amount of fines
at the beginning of the school
year issued to students for noise
violations and other infractions,
but when it comes to dangerous
issues, no one seems to be doing
anything about it.
High five, city ofWaterloo, your
priorities seem to be in check.
Luckily for those with the side-
walks that are never maintained,
the weather will soon get nice and
melt the problem away.
It's understandable that, as
students, we have busy lives but,
when walking to campus or other
places becomes a hassle, I believe
that there should be a greater
initiative to clear the sidewalks
especially knowing that most
students live close to campus and
walk to school every day.
However, not only are the side-
walks on the side roads really
dangerous but even those that are
busier, such as King Street, are not
being maintained.
With icy side-
walks being
especially dan-
gerous, there
certainly should
be an attempt
to deal with the
issue. It's called
salt. A little
sprinkle and it
works like magic.
I should know because I never
thought to clear my sidewalk on a
regular basis even though I knew
that my landlord was responsible
for this part of the property up-
keep, but having such a ridiculous
time navigating myself around the
city has pushed me to put a little
bit more effort towards this issue.
However, even with this effort,
I still find that others are not re-
ciprocating, which makes me not
want to help solve this problem.
There certainly should be more of
an effort to pick up a shovel and
ensure a clear path for everyone.
letters@cordweekly.com
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Students' abuses oftechnology are distracting
AMELIA
LOCKHART
LEFT TO WRITE
Ihe recent warm weather is a glim-
mer of hope that had been previ-
ously stifled by last week's treacher-
ous snowstorm. The warm weather
brings with it a promise of a much
needed four-month summer break
for most students.
Only a few short weeks of class
remain before exams and summer
break. With due dates of final es-
says and projects fast approaching,
an air of tension has come to settle
within the lecture halls and class-
rooms on campus.
We're all getting worked up and
worn down, sitting in class dream-
ing of the beach, bare feet and the
warmth of the summer sun gently
kissing our skin. But the reality is
that we have all made a commit-
ment to attaining a certain level of
academic excellence and success
in our studies.
And there is nothing more irri-
tating and detrimental to that goal
than a distracting or rude student.
A certain level of respect and com-
pliance is expected from students
and professors alike. Yet, in nearly
every class, at least one student
purposefully breaks the rules.
I am not afraid to admit that I
have a very poor attention span
and am easily distracted. This is
why it is beyond frustrating when
fellow students engage in distract-
ing activities.
It's disrespectful to the professor
and distracting to the class to ar-
rive significantly late to class. Ifyou
must, sit near to the door to cause
the least amount of trouble pos-
sible. It is just as disrespectful when
students begin to pack up five or ten
minutes before class ends, while
the professor is still speaking.
What is the hurry? We all know
when class ends. Even if you have
back-to-back classes, there is a ten-
minute time span to get from class
to class, which isplenty oftimewith
Laurier's compact campus.
There are things that simply
should not be done in class and I'm
not quite sure why some students
do them. I've seen girls give them-
selves manicures during lecture -
and I'm not just referring to a non-
chalant rhythmic motion of a nail
file, but rather a complex process of
cutting, filing and painting.
I've also seen girls all-out en-
grossed in makeup application
with a hand-held mirror.
But girls aren't the only ones to
blame. In fact, though excessive
talking is unnecessary and annoy-
ing in class, I'd be a hypocrite to say
minimal whispering was out of the
question. However, many guys with
deep voices haven't quite mastered
the technique of the unobtrusive
whisper.
With a full day of back-to-back
classes, at some point, it is neces-
sary to consume some sort of food.
As long as the food doesn't have a
strong smell and is eaten unnotice-
ably, then there is no problem.
Yet many times I've experienced
classmates loudly chomping down
chips, pizza, French fries and even
spicy Thai food.
The biggest form of disrespect
other than talking all through class
is technology. The advantages of a
laptop are well known; however,
withgreatrewards come greatcosts.
Though a laptop allows students to
quickly take notes in a well-organ-
ized manner, it also presents a great
temptation: wireless Internet.
Not once have I seen a student
on a laptop just to take notes; they
are also playing Solitaire, check-
ing their Facebook or chatting with
friends on MSN. Not only is flip-
ping the windows on the computer
screen distracting to fellow stu-
dents, but most professors can tell
when a student is typing messages
to friends rather than taking notes.
I once sat behind a girl in class
who was talking to a friend via web-
cam. I felt uncomfortable for be-
ing in the background and was so
distracted by her friend - a hairy,
tattoo-covered, shirtless male who,
at one point during the conversa-
tion that lasted the duration of the
two-hour lecture, brought out his
pet boa constrictor and draped it
over his shoulders.
Since mostly everyone and their
mother own a cell phone, we all
know that they tend to ring at the
most inopportune times. With
this knowledge, you'd think most
people would be smart enough to
turn offtheir phones, or ifthey must
keep it on, set it to silent or vibrate
(though most vibrate settings are
pointlessly loud). However, at least
one phone interrupts the harmony
and focus each class.
The old proverb "do unto others
as you'd have them do unto you" is
self-explanatory. It's a matter of re-
spect - respect for your professors,
respect for your classmates and
even respect for yourself.
letters@cordweekly.com
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Armed forces a
source of pride
In response to the "Military Unwel-
come" letter printed on March 12.
The military is not simply about
combat. There are many other jobs,
tasks and trades that can be done
while wearing the uniform of our
Armed Forces. In our military we
have doctors, lawyers, engineers,
technicians, accountants, human
resource professionals, project
management specialists and the list
goes on and on. All of these profes-
sions contain very skilled individu-
als, and we should be proud ofLau-
rier in the fact that the military sees
the education we receive here as
worthwhile to theiraims and goals.
We all receive an education at Lau-
rier, and as we are all educated, we
are able to make the decision as
to whether or not military service
is for us. If you don't feel that you
want to serve your country, then
walk by the recruiting booth, or
turn the page when you see an ad-
vertisement, but don't take the op-
portunity away from those who are
genuinely interested in it. Wearing
the uniform of Canada's Armed
Forces is something to be proud of,
and we should support those who
are willing to put their lives on the
line for our freedom and safety.
- Julian Dißattista
AW@L misinformed
This is a response to the "Military
Unwelcome" letter submitted by
students belonging to the Anti-
War @ Laurier club. Are you stu-
pid? The things you said in your
letter were absolutely ridiculous
and for a group of students that are
so opposed to something, I think
you need to get your facts straight
about what you're talking about
before you open your mouth again.
My brother has been a part of the
military for over seven years now
and it is the best thing that has
happened to his and my family's
life. I am by no means ashamed to
let people know that my brother
has completed a tour of duty in Af-
ghanistan and that he has helped
in the rebuilding of that country. I
have a hero as a brother and I could
not be more proud of him. It is ab-
solutely insane that you think by
having recruitment posters up that
they are promoting war and vio-
lence. Does that mean that if there
are police recruitment posters up
that they are promoting the use of
guns? The military is a huge part of
the "increasingly complex world"
so why should it be ignored? Why
is there security on our campus?
They are there to ensure the safety
ofall students and to respond when
problems arise on campus. Why is
there military in Canada? To ensure
the safety of our country and to be
ready and willing to respond when
problems arise in our country and
the world. The way I see it, there are
two solutions to your completely
unnecessary actions, you can ei-
ther start a petition to get rid ofall
security on campus or even to get
rid of all the police officers in the
city, or you can start to learn what
the military actually does in foreign
countries and stop assuming that
the only purpose of the military is
to promote and cause violence in
the world.
- Colleen Bailey
Vagina Monologues
I attended the Vagina Monologues
this past week and saw both casts.
I felt the show was so well put to-
gether, from the setting and deco-
rations in the Turret to the amaz-
ing performances. The show had a
clear overall message of empower-
ing women to love their bodies and
the performers made strong con-
nections with the audience, draw-
ing us into the experience.
And it was dynamic! I went from
howling with laughter to tearing up
with empathy as each performer
relayed different women's experi-
ences. When the show was over, I
felt refreshed after such a range of
emotions.
I encourage more men to at-
tend the show next year as I think it
could be quite an enlightening les-
son in women's sexuality.
Congratulations to all the per-
formers and the people who put
on the show, including the director
Kate Klein and producer Carolyn
Sacks. It is very encouraging to see
a performing arts production on
this campus with a clear artistic di-
rection and positive message.
- JaniceLee
Negotiations have
far-reaching impact
With around 1,000 majors, the De-
partment of Communication Stud-
ies is the largest department in the
Faculty ofArts, and yet by next year,
we will be down two (from last
year) to 14 full-time faculty, despite
an ever-increasing enrollment. Ex-
ternal reviewers have urged the ad-
ministration to hire more not less
full-time faculty. The Vice-Presi-
dent Academic, Dr. Sue Horton,
has been quoted in both on- and
off-campus media as indicating
that full-time faculty have a load of
40-40-20 (teaching-research-ser-
vice), though the external reviewers
pointed out that in our Department
it is actually 50-20-30 (which = 25%
more teaching; 50% less time for
research; 50% more service). (This
does not include the additional
work that our new M.A. program
requires.)
On top of this, 65% ofour courses
are taught by contract academic
staff (that is nearly two out of every
three). I can understand why the
administration prefers this situa-
tion: CAS teach one-in-three class-
es (1300) and at an average (con-
servative estimate) of 40 students
per class means that CAS brings in
over $52 million ($26 million from
tuition fees), but cost WLU only
$7.8 million.
In Communication Studies, we
now graduate students who have
never had a permanent professor
- not even for one class. We were
almost unable to fill all our CAS
positions for this year. Such a situ-
ation will only be compounded if
we do not pay fair and competitive
salaries. (Most of our CAS come
from Toronto and the GTA.) I'm
sure you can now see why I, as a
full-time, tenured associate pro-
fessor of Communication Studies,
have a professional stake in a fair
and competitive settlement for
CAS. I believe that it is absolutely
critical for the academic integrity
and value of, not just Communica-
tion Studies, but all Laurier degree
programs.
- Dr. Herbert Pimlott
Associate Professor, Dept of
Communication Studies
WLUFA Media Relations Officer
Disappointed with
the administration
It is odd to think that by the time
you are reading this, a strike or set-
tlement in the most pressing issue
of this academic year might have
occurred. It's odd to think that you
had to cross the picket line just to
pick this up but I hope you're smil-
ing right now while reminiscing of
how everyone was on edge a few
days ago when 89.4% of the CAS
voted "yes" for a strike authoriza-
tion, since nobody wants a strike
right now or ever.
Regardless of what the next few
days will bring, I would like to
make this letter ageless by voicing
the amount of dissatisfaction felt by
most students toward how the ad-
ministration has handled the entire
affair.
As the supervisors of a university
of 14,000 students who pay thou-
sands of dollars to keep it running,
they have been extremely disingen-
uous when it came to answering
our questions and concerns - they
muddled the implications of a con-
ciliator coming in, they used stock
e-mails to address our carefully-
worded inquiries, they refused "to
speculate" on what will happen
to us and our semester in case of
strike, they posted outdated salary
information for part-time faculty in
other universities, and they repeat-
ed "everything is fine" like amantra
when things were spiraling out of
their comfort zone. I think I'll speak
for many if I say that we expected
more from an administration with
whom we entrust thousands of our
dollars.
To add insult to injury, I was out-
raged, like many people, when I
read Sue Horton calling the nego-
tiationsa "high-stakes poker game"
- as if the lives of 365 people and
the education of 14,725 more were
mere chips on the table you could
shuffle around at your own leisure.
Such words show a dismissive at-
titude, not just to the well being of
over 15,000 people, but for the dig-
nity of this university as an institu-
tion in general. Dr. Horton should
apologize to everyone for her off-
hand remarks and say it's a game
of Russian roulette, because for the
CAS, that's what they're playing.
- Anatolijs Venovcevs
Letters Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and
submitted with the author's name, student
identification number, and telephone number.
Letters must be received by 12:00 pm (noon)
Monday via email to letters@cordweekly.com
or through our website at www.cordweekly.
com. Letters must not exceed 350 words.
The Cord reserves the right to edit any letter for
brevity and clarity. The Cord reserves the right
to reject any letter, in whole or in part. The Cord
reserves the right to not publish material that
is deemed to be libelous or in contravention
with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.
The Cord Weekly ■ Wednesday march 19,2008 Opinion 21
In praise of BS questions
Essay questions provide a chance for students to develop useful basic skills
KIMBERLY
ELWORTHY
UNDER THE RADAR
With exam season on the horizon,
professors are going through all
kinds of exam formats and config-
urations that we will have to study
for endlessly.
Phrases like "true or false," "mul-
tiple choice" and "essay question"
are floating throughout the school.
As the former two strike both fear
and relief into my bones, the latter
fills me witha small pocket of hope
thatmaybe I won't be a failure after
all.
The essay question, or what the
majority of the student popula-
tion may refer to as the "bullshit"
question, is not necessarily an easy
question, but it is one which most
of us fill three to six pages with
thoughts totally out of nowhere ...
a la BS.
Generally, it is thought that the
essay question, at the end of the
day, has little purpose other than to
show that one is capable of making
sentences and spelling correctly;
however, these things are harder to
come by every day.
Not to mention that the essay
question typically comes with the
"bird" class, which only furthers
the confusion as to what purpose it
has. I, on the contrary, deemthe BS
question to have a more legitimate
function than we are currently led
to believe.
In life we are told over and over
again, to become "well-rounded"
and "cultured" and that is probably
why you are currently seated in a
class called Medieval Communica-
tion, or maybe the Archaeology of
Ancient Mesopotamia.
Those pesky electives are neces-
sary to get an undergraduate de-
gree, just as they are to get one's
high school diploma. This is be-
cause they develop our knowledge
base that, at some point in our later
lives, will be used to understand,
problem solve and connect new
experiences.
What the BS question requires
is the use of this past knowledge,
since the answer that is contrived
doesn't totally come out of no-
where. Even if the studying that
occurred would not be described
as comprehensive, there are daily
experiences outside the classrooms
or within other classrooms that al-
low us to speak about issues with
some confidence.
It also shows us the interconnec-
tivity of all subjects. Somehow,
facts taught in Mediterraneanstud-
ies can be applied to film history,
which then can be brought up in
communications.
Knowing the relevance of all
disciplines expands your mind to
become more open to new ideas
when approaching different issues
in life or at work.
Furthermore, the BS question
exercises the ability to pretend one
knows what is going on. This is a
skill, necessary in the workplace
especially, that will prove benefi-
cial withina lifetime.
However, that is not to say it re-
quires no experience at all; any
kind of official training, such as
here at the university, isn't going
to prepare us for everything. Most
of us will be faced with things we
have never done before with little
direction, so to know how to fake
it keeps employers happy and your
job secure.
The essay question may seem
pointless or easy; however, it re-
quires students to use life skills
that cannot be lectured about or
quizzed on.
Sometimes, it is more important
to develop these basic skills as they
will become more crucial to suc-
cess than knowing the answer to
intricatemathematical problems or
repeating the sequence ofresearch
methodology.
letters@cordweekly.com
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INVENTING AN ANSWER - Essay questions allow for interpretation.
Opinion22 WEDNESDAY MARCH 19,2008 ■ THE CORD WEEKLY
The Cord Weekly
IS HIRING EDITORS FOR MAY 2008
Photo Manager
Responsibilities
- coordinate photography team
with co-Photo Manager
- take photos for the Cord Weekly
- attend regular Editorial Board meetings
Skills:
- Skilled in photography
-Knowledge ofPhotoshop
(this position is honorarium paid)
Editor applications available in the WLUSP office and are
due now. Any questions should be directed to
Alex Hayter at ahayter@cordweekly.com
Now hiring WLUSP positions
- Corporate Secretary
- I.T. manager
contact greg.sacks@wlusp.com
for more information
wluTSfB WLUSP Summer Intern Position
*mi«fatnoublicjiior-A
JliYitt'rlflflfßrri rtrftiVniV'flf - A " ■■.
-v«- *>*#■<,
iFfW^yH
rf■ ininTlliißl
-■•> jißß^^tA-lX^-k^Bl*! s l jjy«\*L e 4
Hk!•Mink!•l^l4V/^i3[4&?wl• 1 iTJ J **--AJTM.I A E. -J A""l M ■ LA. 1 ■.. ...
• * •.
" .^,-
w *4gs- •■*•**#*?
$msm - **»~ mm®&
Mua. ibxtoat- AB^ •'■^®^ft-' '"""■' -^*-*<* <«j--mmm
«** ■ *$&>< v— s
*»*#**? >.• «* *
i~ j pi *1 iL% i J ijs
_______
]
The purpose of swimsuit
issues is problematic
DON MORGENSON
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE
The issue of Sports Illustrated that
supposedly all men anxiously await
has hit the "zine" stands. This issue
is a special, annual edition devoted
mainly to photographs of super-
models wearing super swimsuits on
location in the most exotic places.
Much is revealed in this single
issue. We can certainly see quite a
bit, and not only female flesh. We
can also see some very significant
patterns of our all-consuming, can-
nibalizing social trends.
I find it somewhat amusing that
Sports Illustrated and its swimsuit
issue certainly does not feature the
competitive sport of swimming. (I
wonder how those anorexic mod-
els do in the 100-metrebutterfly?)
If you look at all of the women
modelling skimpy swimsuits, not
one of the models looks remotely
like she has bulked up for the 400-
metre freestyle. Very fewofthe pho-
tos even show women in the water,
and rarely are they even wet!
Now, you may ask how I know
such details. I have a friend who is a
subscriber and hands me his well-
thumbed issues - admittedly about
three months late - but that is how
I know.
Though I am not that well-in-
formed regarding the recreational/
competitive lives of these women,
I am convinced these models are
neither sports stars, nor, for that
matter, even athletes.
If the issue is clothes-oriented,
maybe follow-up issues will feature
a "Goalie Pads or Goalie Mask" is-
sue or a "Tennis Attire" issue or
even a "Jock Strap" issue? Ofcourse,
Sports Illustrated will not do this,
because the purpose of this issue is
not clothing.
Not one of the models looks
REMOTELY LIKE SHE HAS BULKED UP
FOR THE 400-METRE FREESTYLE. VERY
FEW OF THE PHOTOS EVEN SHOW
WOMEN IN THE WATER, AND RARELY
ARE THEY EVEN WET!
It is women's flesh, and the sport
that is illustrated in this issue is "girl
watching" or sanctioned, systemat-
ic "ogling."
Even though these models are
not involved in any formal athletic
competition, there remains a sort
of "scoring." Men may quietly rate
the general appeal of the model, of-
ten on a scale of 1-10.
Of course, we all might say that
"beauty is in the eye of the behold-
er," and such is true. Yet when we
see or score through our own eyes
we are simultaneously seeing and
scoring through the lens of our own
culture.
I know this issue involves "only
looking" but saying that is a way
of maintaining our innocence; the
fact is that "just looking" isn't an
isolated act but it is one strand of a
web of actions that can, of course,
have real consequences for all of
us.
In a society
where people are
"just looking,"
other people must
get used to "be-
ing looked at." And
while we may all
suffer from be-
ing objectified in
the "thingdom"
in which we live,
women in our culture suffer almost
daily because of the judgements
implied in "just looking" which
objectify women as articles of con-
sumer culture.
And not only women are affected
by such "just looking." For men who
look, study and score (at least men-
tally), such a process can be just as
complicated. "Just looking" accus-
toms us to understanding people
as merely sights, stimuli, objects of
desire - but objects nonetheless.
Human beings are not objects
and by objectifying women and/or
men, we practise an objectification
potentially creating distances be-
tween us and others.
It just might be that our casual
but compelling sight-seeing - "just
looking" - contributes to the rather
common complaint that our real
lives are so bereft of any real physi-
cal and/or psychological intimacy.
Many of us feel estranged from
others.
So welcome to Sports Illustrat-
ed's sandy, sun-drenched beaches,
packed with scantily-clad models,
located in far away places - as far
away as some of us may feel from
our loved ones.
letters@cordweekly.com
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
WHERE'S THE SWIMSUIT? - Clothing is not the magazine's focus.
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DID YOU HAVE YOUR GRAD PHOTO
JAKEN? IF SO YOU GET A
FREE YEARBOOK AND
\HBbI CLASS CGMPOSITE!
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If you are a graduate or are currently studying medicine, pharmacy, nursing or
engineering, consider a full- or part-time career in the Canadian Forces.
■
You'll have opportunities that few people have the chance to experience.
We can offer you:
• Training and education programs throughout your career
• A competitive salary
I I
• Opportunities to work close to home and abroad
• A stimulating work environment
To find out more, visit our Website or your local Canadian Forces recruiting centre.
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sudokusolution, tips and computer
programs at www.sudoku.com © Puzzles by Pappocom
Orange Juice
Last week's sudoku
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NOW HIRING
Work on campus. Leave the Pack Be-
hind Health Promotion. Positions start
September 2008.For details go to http://
www.mylaurier.ca/development/info/
smoking.htm or email mnieboer@wlu.
ca
FOREST FIREFIGHTING COURSE
SP-100 Forest Firefighting Course to be
held in London, ON. March 12-16, 2008
and Waterloo, ON March 19-23, 2008.
Course will be held during evening
hours during the week. To register,
please call Wildfire Specialists Inc. 2233
Radar Road, Suite 5, Hammer, ON P3P
IR2. Toll Free: 1-877-381-5849. Ontario
Minister of Natural Resources Accred-
ited. No guarantee of employment.
BEST PART-TIME JOB
Watch video for 10.00/hour as one of
our Video QA Representatives. We've
got a young team, room for advance-
ment, and a start-up culture. Working
here sure beats flipping burgers, work-
ing retail, or any other part-time job
you're considering - and it definitely
looks better on aresume. No experience
involved and training is provided. Send
your resume to resumes@miovision.
com to apply.
USED BOOKS
For CFUWBook Sale,April 18-19 at First
United Church, Waterloo. Bring dona-
tions to church (back door) April 16and
April 17. Information519-740-5249. No
textbooks, please!
Teach English
Overseas
112
* Intensive 60-Hour Program
* Classroom Management Techniques
* Detailed Lesson Planning
* Comprehensive Teaching Materials
«Internationally Recognized Certificate
* Teacher Placement Service
* Money Back GuaranteeIncluded
* Thousands of Satisfied Students
J Oxford
SEMINARS
1-800-779-1779/ 416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.com
check us out online
everything youll find
in The Cord.,, and more!
%' , .' "•
»
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Your ad here!
angela@wlusp.com
Summer Jobs
COLLEGE PRO PAINTERS is presently
looking for responsible/hardworking
university or college students for:
Part-Time Marketing Positions
(March/April)
Full-Time Painting Positions
(May/August)
Positions available throughout Ontario
No experience required
If interested ca11... 1-888-277-9787
or apply online at
PA I N T E RS www.collegepro.corr
Classifieds .
/ \
Be smart.
Get suspended.
V /
It's easy to put your Bell Internet service on hold
for the summer and reactivate it in September.
It's also free.'
Come September, we'll automatically get you
hooked up and back online. No worries, no waiting.
/- \
Plus, make it easy to reconnect your
service and you could win $500. 2
s >
Visit bell.ca/getsuspended for details.
(1) Customer must reactivate by September 30, 2008, otherwise $10/mo. will be charged for each month the
account was suspended. (2) No purchase necessary. Contest is open to residents of Ontario and Quebec who
have reached the age of majority in their province of residence. The contest begins on February 25, 2008 and
ends on August 4, 2008. Twenty (20) prizes are available to be won. The draws will take place weekly from
June 2, 2008 to August4, 2008. The number of prizes decreases as they are attributedduring the contest period.
Rules available at bell.ca/getsuspended.
I EARNED MY UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE,
NOW, I WANT
A REWARDING
CAREER*
*not just a job
In less than one year, Humber postgraduate
programs will help you launch your career in:
• Human Resources
• International Project Management
• International Marketing
• Marketing Management
• Public Administration
Building on your university degree, Humber's
postgraduate programs offer a concentrated
curriculum, career-focused courses and practical
field placements. You'll gain the real-world experience
and skills that employers value most.
Get the career you want - apply now.
And according to Snaith, he's
been recording in the same man-
ner ever since, incorporating live
instruments and different samples.
But it wasn't until he spent a
summer in England working dur-
ing university that his musical ca-
reer really started to kick off. In the
midst of getting his Bachelor of
Math at the University of Toronto,
Snaith introduced himself to an
artist named Kieran Hepden (also
known as Four Tet) and land-
Ed himself his first deal with
The Leaf Label.
After his debut al-
bum Start Breaking
my Heart in 2001,
Snaith applied
to do his PhD in
London in math-
ematics, while continu-
ing to make music. When
asked what relation his
high-level mathematical
education has had on his
music, Snaith explains that
the two don't really affect
each other.
"It's definitely not math-
ematical in any way, the way
I approach making music,"
states Snaith. "But math be-
comes more abstract and
more creative when
you get to that PhD
level or beyond that... which were
the things I liked in music as well,
the playing around with abstract
ideas."
For Snaith, both math and music
have been his primary interests
throughout his life, but he dis-
closes the fact that his real dream
was always to be a successful
musician.
"I like the idea
of doing, sort of, re-
search, but compared
to running around
the world, play-
ing shows and
making music,
there's no com-
parison there,"
says Snaith.
After
completing his
PhD in 2005, he
gave up academia to
pursue music, com-
piling a hefty six full-
length albums. Snaith
creates and records all
of his albums himself,
but tours with a band
for live shows.
But it was not al-
ways smooth sailing
for Snaith. Threat of a
long-term court battle
ensued when Hand-
some Dick Mani-
toba, a musician from
a Ramones-era punk band called
the Dictators, began to harass Sna-
ith. Named Manitoba at the time,
Snaith was accused of stealing the
musician's name.
"He even found a private detec-
tive to come and track us down,"
Snaith remembers. "And for a
while, it was incredibly frustrating
that, being the name of a province,
he could draw claim to it."
Snaith eventually gave up the
name Manitoba, replacing it with
Caribou, a name he states he land-
ed on during an acid trip in the
Prairies. Glad he gave up the name,
things have been only going up for
Snaith ever since.
"I haven't even had a second
to think 'Where am I going to live
next?' because I'm travelling all the
time," says Snaith.
On the whole, the multi-instru-
mentalist describes his sound as
psychedelic, incorporating mainly
non-studio sounds.
"I'm not just trying to capture
some sort of live sound; I'm trying
to create some kind of thing out of
sounds, I guess," Snaith explains.
Although he lives in the UK, Sna-
ith is currently on tour for the next
three months.
Make sure to check out his per-
formance with Fuck Buttons at the
Starlight tonight at 9 pm and find
out just what "folktronica on acid"
really sounds like.
A musical equation
You can catch Dan Snaith a.k.a. Caribou at Starlight tonight in Waterloo
- FROM SNAITH, PAGE 28
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WCRI has a variety of accommodation
styles; there's sure to be one for you!
Benefits from choosing WCRI:
- Minutes away from WLU campus,
- Lower than market fees,
- On-site laundry and maintenance,
- Regular organized social events,
- And much more.
WCRI: A whole new way to
live together!
Are you getting ready to graduate with your degree but don't really have a focus?
"Turn Your Degree Into a Career"
Conestoga College Post-Grad Fair
Wednesday March 26, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. Waterloo Campus 108 University Ave, Waterloo, ON
Are you ready to graduate but aren't exactly Over 20 programs will be highlighted: Engineering & it
sure Of a career path? Or maybe you need Health & CommunityServices: Di 9 ital Media
Some further skills to top off your diploma Career Development Practitioner Environmental Engineering Applications (Co-op & Non Co-op)
Or degree Advanced Police Studies Computer Applications Development (Co-op)
Advanced Security Studies Woodworking Manufacturing Management
On Wednesday March 26th, Conestoga College is Early Childhood Education Resource Teacher
Media
hosting a Post-Graduate Fair at our Waterloo Recreation Management for Older Adults u a A „a
Ar Videography-Broadcast Journalism/Documentary
Campus, just down the street from the University Applied Counseling
of Waterloo and Laurier. Business:
Accounting & Information Technology Language
Program coordinators of our highly respected Event Management Teaching English as a Second Language
post-grad programs in Health & Community Financial Planning Services 1
Services, Business, Engineering and IT, Media and Human Resources Management (Co-op & Non Co-op) Top off your education at m
Languages will be on hand to answer your Online Marketing Conestoga College - the number
guestions and give insight into their programs. Professional Accounting Practice one co] | jn ontario for theRetail Operations Management .
„
. . , , POKIF^TOHAI ioht refreshments will be served' a i-a r\ m u last nine straight years vjLiyriL ii bii tMiii in u i u. Applied Organizational Leadership & Development ' Connect Life and Learning
For more information go to our website www.conestogac.on.ca and look under College Events
i 1 . 1 -! "i -
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A Spooky evening
A cultural mish-mash threw a Laurier string quartet on the decks Saturday
ESTHER WHEATON
STAFF WRITER
On Saturday night at the Starlight
Lounge, NUMUS (KW's New Mu-
sic society) brought together artists
from the popular and classical mu-
sical worlds in a concert thatmixed
genres and pushed boundaries.
DJ Spooky That Subliminal Kid
(born Paul Miller) is an electronic
and experimental DJ and hip hop
artist from Washington, D.C.
The Penderecki String Quartet is
a professional chamber ensemble -
four musicians who are known for
their high quality of playing and
their involvement in experimen-
tal music. They are also artists in
residence and professors of their
respective instruments here at
Laurier.
DJ Spooky, appropriately consid-
ering the company, sipped a glass
of red wine onstage. The Starlight,
too, stepped up to the standard,
employing lighted candles in lieu
of disco balls, tables and chairs
instead of a dance floor and at-
mospheric shapes and colours on
the TV screen instead of sports or
a film. The club was filled with an
eclectic audience, one of the perks
of this mixing of genres. It is easy to
imagine that the Starlight does not
often see as much grey hair as it did
Saturday.
The PSQ performed pieces from
their repertoire - including music
by Laurier professor Glen Buhr,
and the quartet's namesake, Pen-
derecki, among others - and DJ
Spooky played with them.
Spooky explained their stylings
as "a conversation between digital
and acoustic music." In prepara-
tion for the concert, there were
no rehearsals - only a series of ex-
changed e-mails and files.
Spookywas essentially recording
their music live, and playing it back
at them, sometimes altered, after
they moved on to a different part
of the piece. He fragmented and
digitized their phrases, frantically
manipulating switches, turntables
and sliders, coordinating his music
with that of the PSQ in a manner
that suggests he aptly deserves his
renown.
The Pendereckis were all plugged
in and amped, but the digital work
made the string quartet sound
more lush, thicker; it built them up
to an almost orchestral string sec-
tion, rather than just four parts.
It was almost as though Spooky
was a fifth member of the quartet;
his stylings fit well with the style
of the music the PSQ performed,
a meld of what they were already
playing and his own additions -
scrapes and squeals and loops.
But he was not only the fifth
member, but the sixth, seventh and
fifteenth; with the flip of a switch,
he could double, triple, quadruple
the sound ofthe quartet.
Some ofthe music lent itselfmore
appropriately to Spooky's craft:
sweeping, chorale-like phrases be-
ing simpler to improvise with than
frantic, disjointed sections. It was
always a pleasure to hear thepieces
with segments of previous sections
layered over following sections,
fast over slow, pizzicato (plucked
strings) over bowed, and so on.
Some of it was clearly challeng-
ing, though. One of the final pieces
had a terrifically long section of
quickly repeated notes, and while
the PSQ pushed through it (not
without visible strain), Spooky
went to town. However, his beat
track was not quite in tempo, and it
was obvious the PSQ was working
hard to maintainits speed.
At one or two points, Spooky sig-
naled the quartet to stop playing al-
together and played back bits ofthe
piece they had just finished, set to a
beat, looped and manipulated.
The concert was the idea ofJesse
Stewart, Artistic Director of NU-
MUS. Turntablism is something
Stewart has been interested in for a
long time; part of his doctoral the-
sis is built upon it. He is also inter-
ested in expanding the horizons of
new music in regards to the space it
is performed in; hence the concert
at the Starlight.
"DI Spooky's done work with
string players before, so he was to-
tally into it," said Stewart. And so
was the Penderecki String Quartet.
"Spooky does a lot of experimen-
tal things, but he can also break it
down," concluded Stewart, gestur-
ing to the stage where the artist had
taken over with some truly excel-
lentbeats after the quartet had left.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
HE'S MORE SPOOKY IN PERSON - DJ Spooky monitors his equipment while dropping some ghostly beats.
TV comes back
Re-work that comfy ass-groove in your couch
CARRIE MCNABB
STAFF WRITER
Finally. The writers' strike is
over, just in time for final exam
procrastination.
For many shows, the writers'
strike was enough to cancel their
season outright. 24 fans will wait
an entire year until the return of
Jack Bauer. Heroes and Prison
Break have had their seasons cut
short; they will air no additional
episodes.
How I Met Your Mother came
back this week and will air nine
post-strike episodes for the sea-
son. Two and a Half Men also
returned this week with its first
of eight final episodes. Lost airs
a new episode this week, but will
then take a breather until April
24.
Fans of the cranky Dr. House
will be waiting until April for new
episodes, as will fans of the doc-
tors in both Scrubs and Grey's
Anatomy. Desperate Housewives
will return for a five-episode stint
on April 13.
Some shows, like The Simp-
sons and Family Guy, were not
impacted by the strike as their
shows were completed before
the seasons started. But apart
from these shows, reality televi-
sion dominated prime-time TV.
Although Canadians had the
choice of national programming,
aside from the popular Little
Mosque on the Prairie and This
Hour Has 22 Minutes, a handful
of highly anticipated new shows
did not live up to their standards.
The reality TV backlash of the
writers' strike is still being felt as
shows like Big Brother, typically
a summer show, was launched
early, taking advantage of the
writers' strike.
As with the NHL strike, TV
sitcoms and dramas risk com-
ing back to bitter and sparse au-
diences. Viewers may be more
content with watching America's
Next Top Model and Survivor
than scripted shows.
It's no secret that reality TV has
been gaining popularity in North
America. Five years in the last
ten, Nielsen's top-rated annual
television programs have been
reality TV shows {Who Wants To
Be A Millionaire, Survivor, and
American Idol three times).
The strike will have lasting im-
plications in the industry. DVD
releases will be dramatically few-
er as many people will be reluc-
tant to pay full price for reduced
seasons.
New shows that may have had
real potential in the beginning
may not be able to recover from
their truncated season and may
have to face the axe prematurely.
Ironically, many shows that
go on to become cult classics are
often the victims of an untimely
end.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
ONE AND A HALF MEN - Charlie lectures on his own debaucheries.
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Where the Caribou roam
The man behind the retro-electronica outfit takes a long distance call from The Cord for the scoop on the music vs. math debate
REBECCA VASLUIANU
STAFF WRITER
Described as "folktronica on acid"
by Rolling Stone, it is safe to say
that Caribou frontman Dan Snaith
has created a brand of music all his
own.
Yet few would assume that the
fiercely innovative musician got his
start just outside of rural Dundas,
Ontario.
What began as just experimen-
tation and playing around on the
piano out in the country eventu-
ally grew into the critically ac-
claimed blend of electronica and
retro psychadelia that Caribou has
become.
The talented artist explains that
his introduction to the world of ex-
perimental music was largely due
to his friend Kouschik who, having
lived in England, brought with him
a wide array of musical insights,
and in a time devoid of myspace
and downloading, Snaith began to
develop a musical identity all his
own by recording music.
"I started finding out about elec-
tronic music from the UK - warpy
kind of stuffor whatever," says Sna-
ith. "And I started realizing that
with a keyboard and a sampler, you
know, really basic with my dad's
computer at home, I could make
music that sounded like the same
sound quality as the electronic
music that I was listening to."
FILE PHOTO: SYDNEY HELLAND
FLUTE LOOPS - Caribou frontman Dan Snaith is known for being well versed in a variety of instruments and utilizing his talents during live shows.
Girls take over the Langen gallery
Visually invigorating pieces line the gallery; artist Bonnie Lewis will speak with women's studies students on their significance
PAUL ALVIZ
A&E EDITOR
Going tothe Robert Langen Art Gal-
lery is not an experience that one
can easily anticipate - as the envi-
ronment shifts every few weeks.
The exhibit opening today, Grow-
ing up Girlby artist Bonnie Lewis, is
yet another journey of intellectual
and artistic perspective, this time
on the topic of girls. Not the sort of
girls you see in Maxim or Sports Il-
lustrated's swimsuit edition or any-
thing like that, although the sub-
ject matter doesn't stray far from
these examples. Lewis is interested
in how these generally accepted
models of femininity impact the
development ofyoung girls.
Lewis has established herself as
a counter-cultural expositor of the
boundaries experienced by girls
growing up in North American
culture through a combination of
works encompassing Girls World, a
project split with different chapters
such as "Carefree Girls" "Embryon-
ic Girls" and "Nasty Girls" of which
Pearl to the left is a part.
Her oil paintings often incor-
porate glitter, stickers and flowers
reminiscent of a young girl's craft
book. In apersonal statementLewis
writes, "Insidious femininity trans-
mits itself through flowery pink
bedrooms masquerading as safe
havens." Lewis sees the traditional
female territory as an illusion of
peace and comfort, which in reality
fosters the development of meek
and compliant individuals.
Lewis draws upon various child-
hood fragments to create what she
calls "iconographic language',' in-
cluding fairy tales and bible stories.
She goes on to say that "tumultuous
grounds of contradictory images
create the precarious environment
that the girlsreside in."
Langen gallery curator Suzanne
Luke is especially excited withLew-
is's availability to students. Lewis
will be speaking to first-year wom-
en's studies classes on the scope of
her pieces, and her personal per-
spective of the traditions and val-
ues surrounding girls as they grow
into women.
This lecture is part of what Luke
hopes will be an ongoing theme of
connecting artists with the class-
room to give students an artistic
educational supplement.
PAUL ALVIZ
PEARL, THE NASTY GIRL - They say actions speak louder than words - and roundhouse kicks louder still.
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